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The roles of valproic acid on neurodevelopment
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Education, Beijing 100191, China; “Key Laboratory of Neuroscience, Ministry of Health, Beijing 100191, China;
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Abstract: Valproic acid (VPA), a branched short-chain fatty acid, is an antiepileptic drug. Valproic acid is
mainly used for epilepsy, but also for bipolar disorder and migraine. It has neuroprotective effect. However,
prenatal exposure to valproic acid increases the risk of congenital malformations, autism, and neural tube
defects of children. Valproic acid has toxic effects on the neurodevelopment of offspring, but its specific
mechanism is still unclear. At present, many studies have found that valproic acid can affect different brain
regions of offspring and change multiple pathways in brain regions. This article reviewed the current research
progress on the effects of valproic acid on neurodevelopment, and discussed the underlying mechanisms and
related factors of these effects on valproic acid.
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i, WAGABAKIHIE, MHIGABARIFEM;

(2) IR DA PR L IR B-F2 2 T WR BRI, -+ f
N-H 2-D- R A H R % A& (N-methyl-D-aspartic acid
receptor, NMDA)/™ 5[ tEAE Y (3)F ]
HE AL AN I TE , PHA A5 E , T B 0 A A R
AL (4) S -5R 6 i RN 2 0 i e o 22 A%
B (5B E A X BHEEETY (-, 2AME
FAMLAI AT DAARRE 1% 2590 1) ) 1 B A A e A
At 3T NRE 40 Sk 08 R 46 B A T AE . AR
M, 77 A B T R o 19 0 )L B8 A o R M iy
T+ AIUIE A 28 7 Bl g 1) XU, 0 AR ) o
ZREA - ERNFMHEEN, ERBIE /R AL
WP RE MR N IR IR B EAE . IR R 42 K
B 1B 1A AN 8] 6 i DX AAS [ 1) b 22 38 A 1)
TE LB AN o 7 8 75 R 2 R ) P 22 14K
g Iy rhopih 22 1 8 S 4 O A R OG I R R I R
5, BHECXCEIHEFZIK4(C-X-C motif
chemokine receptor 4, Cxcrd), M HH AL

EM I EL

RMEMET JRAs—

JUAE T TX B 50 e An, B+ Amie & B A 7
M SMaERAD ., PR ETHRBRSEST AR
TR E o K5 i 1(cornu. ammonis 1,
CA)X H A4 BT -0 P IR R 2 55 1 3h )
TR AZ R I H Ephrin 52 74 (1% 20 BR BN 52 14%)
EE (5 imE sz mt . RN EmR L, s
#5 T T8 R o A DR B, AR B R B Jo U
/b, HR & BT 2 2 (orbitofrontal  cortex, OFC)A!
NI BT &0 57 )2 (medial prefrontal cortex, mPFC)
HIRR 45 S8 20 , mPFC. OFCHIZIN i A 5 ik 35
FEWAOTH G AR R, HRER TR
T B 8 T e 52 B AN [ ER AL ) LA 4 LR 23 HL
il p e sZm, XAl REt S HmaE kK  EmEm
JR A

1 AXBESHEXEMEER

PRI TR A2 R0 10 N SR B30 1) K HLAE P 27 4 ]
ALy, JUH AR AT RE 3 B2 Rk A

GABAT
e 00
...
9

o 00 ®

GABA-AR

DA: ZEJ%(dopamine); 5-HT: 5-F2€Ji%(5-hydroxytryptamine); DA-R: % EJlZ5Z 4 (dopamine receptor); 5-HT-R: 5-F2 €% 32 f#(5-hydroxytryp-
tamine receptor); AMPA-R: o-%2E-3-F322%-5-F 3 S TG Me-4- TN 12 57 1 (a-amino-3-hydroxy-5-methyl-4-isoxazole-propionate receptor); GABA-AR:

v-R I T B AT 5244 (y-aminobutyric acid-A receptor)
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SRR, X UBERIE S A BN R LT IR 2R
HAE” R LT R #h 5 A A R XK 32 2 5 iR
JLR B a8 B R AER B EIR17~60 d)f K. L
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IBLE. MY, RIS Z AT
AN B IR T R AT T R B 1
PR R 51 F AMICIZRE I BRI AR G, XA
FRFEFR > SR E AU — TR R, IR
W 7 1 e A TR R IUOAE 5 &R PR A5 (autism
spectrum disorder, ASD)AIVE JJHkI £ 3 [EAS
(attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, ADHD) ]
JRUR 3G 3 ~5 F51>1 o S [ R S [ g — T S R
BTN T S PURR 25 F. 24535 )7 1 548 (1
R A, AR PR ZR S 8] Al PR AR ) BESR M %1
B ADHDI R A HE S, (5 1-4730%-
40%1E T A FE el 7y R h O 22 8 BT J LB T RESZ
FIFZW o BESR AL VR A2 300 18] 32 A A (T O 245 A 2
SR L SE R A S XURS: o RS R 24 W T
(ERUS: e K2 A IR B, KU =ik 10%,  EE-F
R LA,

2 WIXERE KM

PR ] AR DK £ A [) 3508 57 R AN () 44 ff i
FARAS TR IS A 2 fRH O Y R DR A SR I AR
A2 R K AN X F B T B R AR R
WS K. N R F, HEAARE
PP 27 T SRR ie
2.1 WK K BRI #2 0
2.1.1 ARBRANEEMZE TR F TP EMF) it
O &

FEHT R e TR K B T AR A R
FE kb, OFCHImPFC M 984 32 987>, mPFCAHI
OF CHIA F MR B ek L% ") L H A= i 7 R
BHESFBMB R EENHED WS
B, AR S AU R A R R S R 2 T
M kA AR ARSI R, PR 2 P R R
B R AR eI M R A B, UM A TGIER B
F IR T 1 mmol/LINIRIRET, JIRGABARLZ /4K
(vesicular GABA transporter, VGAT)HIZRIAN/D,
T HL B R Y, TR 2 R 5 3R v
GABAFREMZ LR A KB, VGAT BH 4 52 fl sk

//[\[41]o

BILERE THRREFBEIRKEAR,
X 7] BE ST B 4 0 IT R R B R R 22 T At T 5]k
[, L AP ZE Tt (subplate neurons, SPN)JEK T
R E I B, A2 Bl R R AT R E N [B] i OE
WRELFR, R RE T NRRSEINASD
(R RUSE, AR5 1) 2 72 SPN UK. AR [ G B IN 1] & HH BT
/N BRI FLER BSR R W, TN RR BR ER R T
SPNI 2 M R0 il P 2 Th e,
212 AREBMEALRER %0

(1) R J2 |2 22 1 B AH A 5 8 % T R
Al

W R FT LA AR gE M AR A S U T
(extracellular-signal-regulated kinase, ERK)iE£HK
IR R S A 42 T AR KRR 48 A2 o ERKGE 2% 4 1
%78 3% K (brain-derived neurotrophic factor,
BDNF) I RFTSE kA . MR A KA
TOAEE . BARRILN, BDNFEUEA 2025 E
@S, R s E B AR e & 5
PE RO T R R R 2 e B R 1N T
SRR TC IR I B RERK 44/42 107K, 7EZ X
W, FRRES 7 ERKIRAE1H 5 3 K B4 o bk B2
R 1 -23E [Fl(B-cell lymphoma-2, Bcl-2)7ik ff)1
B R R K R R S R, B R AL
ERK44/42. WERRAAZKE RSO NG 1 (ERKIEAY). B
PR AL IR B IR RN TR 4 A i . BEIR L Bel-24H
SBET R 1. BDNFFIBCl-2 (13 34 448 hn>o (&2
ML),

(2) A IR J2 J2 i B R S s 40 DL S B A AL
AH 3 A 14 5 M

PR 38 AT DA SR K BRI A Tau 28 1 B9 185 R
1, BEHARER R T IR 25 5 1 AOK I B 5 1 Tau
EARRR, ofB-TEEE KRR, 15K
JZ H TauiB i (1) 3 FE Tau sl A BERG AL AITE AL, 1b2
1 R B AR B R RN B )2 H m T ORI 4 it 14
GRS RS, AR RE TR/
B AT A0 57 5 A S AL ) B AL B (superoxide
dismutase, SOD)AIE %t Mi(catalase, CAT)IE
PELG X HRZE T 5, g o i S8 A A P A S e 2k A
Fik e kAT, Kl SERKIEZ AL,
FHIRD, X AT e 5 N R SR 48 S 5 AR A
Ko WA, WIRREEAEREZEH S5 BRI
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TrkB: MEZIRIEAE B(tropomyosin receptor kinase B); RAS: K AR [ (rat sarcoma); RAF: RASH [ B 2N T-(rapidly accelerated
fibrosarcoma); MEK: {4334 5354k & (A ¥ (mitogen-activated protein kinase kinase); ERK: ZHU4ME 5 T7¥F; CREB: cAMP/ N o4
4% H(cAMPresponseelementbinding protein); mTOR: WFL5h¥YI2E 5 I %5 % # & H (mammalian targetofrapamycin); p70°: p70A%HE{A & HS6H
fi##(70 kDa ribosomal protein S6 kinase); ERS: P4 i [ ¥ #(endoplasmic reticulum stress)

E2 AXBERX R R R E R

VR 110 J5 DR S fud 410 ) 0 B DR R AT, VRN 3
Rtk an#1.
2.1.2.3 ARERF BOLE N R R i
A TR e A 15 K B BN B R AL T REBCIR A
PR SGIR /0 B AR DR i 52 J2 4 T vy P JoiE DX 2 R S o
TEASDIERL /N R KM B2 )=, Hes I FPax6(1)
mRNAKF-BEAK . oAb, KGR EH Math11
mRNA K0, P 5 8L 2 b % Hes 1A
Pax6 mRNA PR IE TR, F%EMath] mRNAR
KT HG I e FEAR A1 SEIG w5 I LSRR 1 /N B
K 5 Joit S AR 3 24 o SRR TR IR A il IX R
BH P95 I 2 38R R 5 5 TR IR /S BRIV i DK i R 2
TR TC R
2.2 HIXERXTEE R
2.2.1 AIRBR A i By A 42 T4 M) Ao b JELIE 7 09 %5 v
W E AT R B2 B T 7, HH 4 O TR A
12 KIRidtZ, VLR RDENLIER . g5 X AL

TR R — A I REIX, 1 X AT DAL 43 M4
A4y IR Bl (dentate gyrus, DG), FICAL.
CA2. CA3X' ), 7= 5k f5 T A R IR 2 6 i T 4k
R, N R RN S b A A2 v
AT TR B8 R S IR A 34 THT = (1)
51 AT VA T U [ 1 28 70 S S A6 AN S 11 4 4%
s Q)FEESLCAIX RAERG; (3)iEidE
HR /N IR 4 A 38 i

() PR R 2= 5] g 5 bR 18] 9 48 0 57 3 5 Aor
LS P B e

TR 102 P 2 3 4 5| RS VAT 1 145 R [ o 48 G S 6
LA A s B o e P 0 0 K i 7
Iy U R [5] ) T 00RE [X AR B3 5 1 48 T 40 i, I A o
2T A — A T AR o R et gk
MEICITER, ERAEBRARE, &N
(PIRIRL AT B . A DG A 8 A2 4 42 o I HE T B2 %
WEABMGE R CEE, R eI e &
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*1 AKBRNEEEFERNKE

HE AEFR TEEAH R A =N
NLGN3 Neuroligin gene 3 MERE T [30]
BDNF Brain-derived neurotrophic factor AR E Bl [22]

ERK Extracellular-signal-regulated kinase iR T LA [29.,35,61]
RSK1 Ribosomal S6 kinase 1 Gl iR EREa Rt | [29,61]
CREB cAMP response element-binding protein il R ERE AT LA [29.,61]
BAD B-cell lymphomaprotein 2-associated death protein MR T LA [29,61]
Bcl-2 B-cell lymphomaprotein 2 (CREB-regulated geneproducts) AT Hs | [29,35,61]
SOD Superoxide dismutase FALIE R i [51]

CAT Catalase Hid i i [51]

GPX Glutathione peroxidase kR A% LA [51]
Bhlhe40 Basic helix-loop-helix transcription factor 40 AR A [50]

Perl Period circadian regulator 1 R TiA [50]

Per2 Period circadian regulator 2 AR HER T [50]
GADG67 Glutamic acid decarboxylase 67-kilodaltonisoform N e TiA [60]
GADGS Glutamic acid decarboxylase 65-kilodaltonisoform S A1 1 i [60]

Hesl Hairy and enhancer of split 1 P JB DY 2 T [39]
Pax6 Paired box 6 PR 9 2 3 N [39]
Mathl Math 1 PRI I 38K 1A [39]
mTOR Mammalian target of rapamycin JeEE A [31]

SELSUBE N LR b S0P AN TR S L E2Tw
IRERERS™ . TomsonZE VR BN, 7R 7 KL 5 T 1
TR 2 B A S AL i Sy 22 R A, 0 A
o, VIR /N B Z TG AL RO R 22 R G0 K B AH R
BRI RR BN, 3R 0 T R i 4 42 4
H A ek . A ATTIESE T B A A T 40 i E AR
FR )R 22 708 A B A B P RO A 2 s AR
MM, F2H0 78RR 5 e A T ph 4 i b S 2
TR KRR IRIE, BHECxerd, FIEMNT
WP TOAE ] X I 570 B L

QH LIRS E S CAI X K AE R

IR 55 & S D CAI X B ARG,
7 HT 2 2R A IR IR %)) R 18 5 V) I CALIX SR 3%
A7 2% BH P2 11 T R 5 i A 1518 B ) % A 1 I e
Ext AL, T RER ALK HLAS 5 PRI A1 1 1
Rk )5 AR RGN, AN, PERTREE T
TR 2 T B A 22 T0 1 I RRE S5 C A1 AR HE A4 208 it 1 17
o, H7=ui &8 TR/ R H i S CALIX
P AT 2 R IR Y

()RR 2= 5 S0 5 /)N B ol 241 i 5 8

PR R R G RO T S R 4 )

R0 /NS5 2T o5 T A0 40 P 10%~15% LA

T2 I SR A B R 5%~20% o B AN THE IR i A B
WEE, HARETNMERGIFEA K%

Y1 HORFAE o /0N R 5 24 B 3 5 4 A A K 1) 0 A
FEANML, AT SE R SUE E R E Y DL R R XA 4 R
i ThAE . LucchinaE ™R L, 5% HEZL/
UM LG, P AT 2 8 T T R 1/ BB s AR & R
SERMPIE S AR A 5 2 0/ R 5 A
Mo, JFH B R EE R AKFRR RS T i
Hi, AETR R B 524 h, IR T R K /0N B o 4 i T
AR T T,
2zzﬁmmﬁ@%ﬁ%%%ﬁﬁﬁ%iﬂﬁﬁ
[EE IR P WA DA
PR3 B8 5 ¥ 1 J i b ) o AR B R AR R
RGRKE MO R AR il 2 K, e H R
i LA % 35 TR 5 e R R 2B FH DGR TR (2) . AFR
R DVE R, NKREZSER/REBELSAMAERE
FH DG N 98 FH G (149 188 2% HE AR R, i A 7 5 ik 4
) AR e R A DI AR R . TS IRR 1 7T R SR R
SN )L S R MR . AIUBURE F#h 28 55 ol 5 Sk
B3 B JRURE T, e TR S A 28 R B PR, Al
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®2 AKBRIESERENKE

£~ 37| LR T EEAH K B34 7R
NLGN3 Neuroligin gene 3 MWARGRE AN [30]
Msx1 Mshhomeobox 1 WERGKE T [68]
Foxjl Forkheadbox J1 MARGRE N [68]
DCX Doublecortin FREETTo T [30]
NeuroD NeuroD TG T [58]
Xell X-C motifchemokine ligand 1 PENE S BL A [68]
C3 Complement C3 RAE SR L T~ [68]
GADGS Glutamic acid decarboxylase 65-kilodaltonisoform BN EEH sl [60]
GAD67 Glutamic acid decarboxylase 67-kilodaltonisoform S i1 1] T [60]
Grin3b Glutamate ionotropicreceptor NMDA typesubunit 3B S 1] il [68]
Glral Glycine receptor alpha 1 S i ] i [68]
mTOR Mammalian target of rapamycin S e i [31]

SMESRBR S K EHRK, HHNRSFH
Ve [X 11 S5 R 8 A0 5 RO AR T A
FoAR 2 B AR Sl B B U T R B . R
I B B SO AR A T e 2 T BUOL LR 2 25 R A L
A2, Wik, GABAMIH R T XL RGN i
L AL 0 0 o) A e 22 088 S5 A KR B
AT RARIDE], EAT B EE GABASZ AR
HR&AMRZ KM RIEER . GAD65(glutamic acid
decarboxylase 65-kilodalton isoform)fGADG67
(glutamic acid decarboxylase 67-kilodalton isoform)
BN AMRE MA KK EER, Grin3b(glutamate
ionotropic receptor NMDA type subunit 3B)2& A & IR
T AR — MR, A R X2 GABARIR
WAL . IR2 AT DU 7= 0 i T R 2
FHGAD65. GAD67. Grin3b% 5B AR A KM
B B, 2 SEGABAMEGIEIN, Miffis R
FbA], X SRk )% A M A2 . Glral (glycine
receptor alpha 1) HZ M2, MWFR2HTAT LA H
TR R KR 2 FBGIral 1) 1, [RIRE 23 R
FE e, B AL W3, Bk, PIRER ARk
A X HH 48 2R G PN i B L P A1 ) e e 2 R
AR
2.3 WIKEE XS BRI
2.3.1 AR SA- A R &
AR B A ATy, RBR T Pk
A2 5 ASDA 5 R i DX Ik A 48 ml i, A A%
Fe T T X L6 [ % B IR A o] 5 O 4 RAT 9 e

MAERTR. SRR —HA N 5ASD
(97 KA =, YEIRIE, ASDEE M AESF
FAEBA LM T ET . WA 5w
RERGILIRIE B T PRI R R E TS
AT KE ARG IO B N A RO I Ik L 100 o) e % kA
TR HTI L R o 20 Tl L % P S R 0 52 (S i i
PR, EFERTRE TR KR, B
A=t FE TG B B T3 s 2R A2 I R A R
PR D BRI AR A P . KR
AR BT LE N R T GABANIB ARG S 4
FIRIThRE R B, A FHI0R, %3]
TARSCIR O BE S BL, RN ThEE. 2T
VR R A AR P>T7 L B AMI A5 4~ #% (basolateral
amygdala, BLA) 2 5 i 15 4 e e AN 4 2247 4 (1)
LRSS B EE R, KRAE A G
#7~28d, BLAFEEMZTTIN 51 F L AE BRI K
AT AR, GABARHZ JUAT 4 RN 20 i A5 5t R AR
TAPYT, RN RIRES 24 h, RN
J2 o3 40 M T A AR A Ay B b — AR 5§, [
IS} 75 TR BR DR T A 22 40 23 AL R Y,

232 ARBRA S4B AR & AW R

(V)P B X A AT A% 2 s K B 52 )

Barrett ! i 7 i B 5 T LR K B ARG A
IR B F T, A SR Y 2 25 i 3
R R A, BRIt T. . RGES . K
B M. 88 RERM. HEEK. KH -
DHERS ., SHAERAGKRE 5 IREA I %
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s [ KA

Gly: H& R (glycine); Grin3b: #% R T 5% 1A 3B(glutamate ionotropic receptor NMDA type subunit 3B)

E3 AkBRxED A2 REEIR

BRI B, 5 RE BN H RS R AR
W, S5 RG0. JE A58 IE 70 AH < 11 i B 1
TR EAR L, 5 i B AR o6 R B R b
1 RS TR T e EE S OB TN 27N S L
KEWH R ETHRR2ESTFREME RS
RS, X ]RS-S A A AZ /N T 4N 1
TSGR O o /DN 4 BRI R AR Sl O
B G AN, 17 /0N 5 4 P T A A A% I S 1
HIABNUTTRES 91 S5 A K B AR T
ﬁﬁ@@g{{[zs,n,uss] .

WAk, —IUF R B, PR 51 R AU
K R A 1 K A2 A% T miR-181c AlmiR-30d7K
PH R, MG IT R B RS 1 SO AT g B
A% % (microRNA,, miRNA)™ A% 35 T 1% W,
SRR g m . B HIimiR-181cThfE
WS T HAERAEKMNS X, HIRBURIMIRAS L
A& o0 SR i FE B (R . miR-181cAImiR-30d5%
KK EHIL S 5MA T RS K E 1 E AR
mRNAFERIE, #ET0R B AR ISR T §E 2
s IMZ B R 5 R 1 St b R 51 et

Q)N IR A5 5 i DL PKAE 5
T P R

bR TR, B S EBMRAE T BEK
Yo AR 2 55 11150 )2 IR H Ephrin A5 (5 45 J8 %
T, (RS EARAS ST, BiEE

I

52 {A&2(ryanodine receptor 2, Ryr2)FhifEiE & &
K 9wt 3L K (calcium channel 281 subunit,
Cacna2d1)ZRIAFF(K, RhoZKEAH KL 2 e 25 A
P #2(Rho-associated coiled-coil-containing protein
kinase 2, ROCK2)(F il B 5 5 3 ) T i 2500 )
9L, AT RE T BN IR B 0 TR ) S5 A AR A .
RhoZ i 11 5 1 = W IR ¥ (guanosine triphosphate
synthetase, GTPases)fs 5 il &/~ N, Rho-
GTPasesse 12 LI s AL A B B LT K1, %F
AR ER RBREE K B B GE fEd, X R L
TR 1) 7 T B W) RE 2 51 B W R ORI 45 A AR
Wi, SA KM, FoRl % T N K
PRI B H M EE A(protein kinase A,
PKA)E STEH NN, PKAE 518 B I8 15 1 48 AL A2
g, ZEBNTh R SASDE X", PKAK]
AR T RE A T TR 2 R B0 A AT R v R kel 9B
FVEPEAR AL R (14) .
2.4 FIXERRT T RS20

T s g T AR, AR
BPE RS BRCTTERMMNER R, PLEAEK
AR AT FEan R EE T RER KRR T
i F Kappali] /%24 (opioid receptor kappa 1,
Oprkl). 5&MEfKJH (prodynorphin, Pdyn). JHEUK
(nociceptin, NC) mRNAZFILREME, FHI, 55Xt
HEOR BRAH B, 7 2% 88 16 TR IR K BRUE T e i v



- 716 - CERTIE) 20234433551 ZEIR

I BRI 147 K (oxytocin, OXT) ™ MRS, PR AT PASE I BT i GT1-74
Z %R (oxytocin receptor, OXT-R)LLI /b [(){HE = HH R R 7 2H 2345 IR JEAH 5G £ [F] (Fat mass and obesity
AP YA, X 2% BH 7 H 2 R T R KR, associated gene, FTO) mRNAFIERHJiiKIE. Al
FIHE ™ AT 5 AR Fr 2845 S AR AE SR PR (J815) . FEAR 7, WNRIRIE#H S H CELFIFTOR L, X A]

Ml

i

GEF: 54 #:[F T (guanine nucleotide exchange factor); PI3K: Bt UIELILER (phosphoinositide 3-kinase); PIPs: 3R ML IIEL(phospha-
tidylinositol 3-phosphate); PKB: & [H¥#E#B(protein kinase B)

El4 AKEEX BRI FAT

cAMP: FRERR IR H (cyclic adenosine monophosphate); MAPK: #2255 2K 1 I (mitogen-activated protein kinase): JNK: NS4 i
(c-Jun N-terminal kinase)

El5 RXEX T LR R A2
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L L 11 Z B A BRI Cod630 % . [RR
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BRI L & R PR R AE, T80 09 B T
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TN IR A g — R 22 o FH 396 97 0 A A
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lﬁ‘EIJ . W Dfri M&?}%\ %E%ﬁﬁ[ﬂﬁ%}1,35,39,50,51,60,61] ,
TXRTRE A A R A 22 R IR SR A 1E
PRl o PR IR X K I ¥y 1) 52 i 2 SR BILAE 51 R i
Ly D IR [l e 22 70 7 W8 AL AN SR AR I g B, 3
Bl S CATX R A LA K it B A /N o7 48

5 B R BB A RGR
B AL RIERN . RALINE] . E
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