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The Clinical Value of Detecting Th- DNA in BALF by FQ PCR in Diagnosing Pulmonary Tuberculosis

Li Zhihui, Zhang Hongman , Liv Fangiang , Liu Pengchong , Zhao fFe, Li Vi, Cui Dan , Feng Xiuli
Chest Hospital in Hebei Province, shijiazhuang 050041, China

Abstract: Objective T o study the value of detecting M. tuberculosis DNA in bronchoalveolar
lavage fluid (BALF) by fluorescent quantitative polymerase chain reaction ( FQ-PCR) in diagnosing
pulmonary tuberculosis. Methods The BALF from the 187 patients with pulmonary tuberculosis
treated first and 41 patients with pneumonia were detected the M. tuberculosis DNA (TB-DNA) by
FQ-PCR, and performed mycobacterial culture. The bronchoscopic brushing smears were detected
by acidfast staining. Results T he positive rates of detecting BALF from the patients with pul-
monary tuberculosis treated first were 78 6% by FQ-PCR, 28. 8% by mycobacterial culture and
21 9% by acidfast staining. The results from the patients with pneumonia were all negative by
these three methods. Conclusion FQ-PCR is a rapid, sensitive, specific method for detecting M .

tuberculosis DNA in BALF.
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