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On Qian Xuesen’s Architectural Philosophy
Miao Dongsheng

(Philosophy School of Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstracts: Qian Xuesen regards architectural science as a branch (subsystem) of the system of modern
science and technology. Architectual philosophy is the bridge for the communication of architecture science and
dialectical materialism. Architectural philosophy, the leading disciplinary in architectual science, decides the
guiding conception, orientation and way of whole architectural science. Qian Xuesen proposed the academic task
to establish architectual philosophy and published several yet very insightful opinions on the topic. However, as a
disciplinary, architectual philosophy is far from being established. This paper elaborates the author’s
understanding of architectural philosophy proposed by Qian Xueshen, covering the following four issues: (1) The
definition of architectural philosophy, (2) the dialectics of architectural science, (3) the methodology of
architectural science, and (4) the architectural aesthetics.

Key Words: Qian Xuesen; architectural science; architectural philosophy; dialectics of architectural
science; methodology of architectural science; architectural aesthetics
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