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BEHAVIOUR AND POPULATION FLUCTUATION OF STILPNOTIA
OCHROPODA EVERSMANN IN RELATION TO
METEOROLOGICAL FACTORS

Lianc HsING-SHAN

(Institute of Zoology, Academia Sinica)

The study was carried out in Peking from 1954--1956. The moth studied has two
generations a year in this region. The adults of the 1st generation -generally appear in
September. In the middle of October, the 2nd instar larvae of the . second generation
begin to overwinter in the layers of fallen-leaves, holes of the trunk or under the barks
of Ulmus pumila.

The adults fly mainly in fine weather at noon, and cease to fly when the speed of
wind is over 3 meters per second. The percentage of sex-ratio observed in the year
1956 is 68:32 (female:male) (1st generation) and 56.5:43.5 (2nd generation). Each
female lays from 26 to 215 eggs, with 79.1 in average. and Among the eggs the per-
centage of hatch in either generation is 90% under natural conditions.

The limiting factors for fluctuation of population were also analyzed, the result
showed the quantitative change of- the population closely related to the amount and tem-
poral distribution of rain-fall from the last decade of July to first of August.





