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Application of signal molecules in the discovery and development
of Streptomyces natural products: a review
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Abstract: Streptomyces has great potential to produce novel natural products, but most of their
biosynthetic gene clusters (BGCs) are silent or expressed in an extremely low level under laboratory
conditions. Signal molecules are used to regulate phenotypic differentiation and biosynthesis of secondary
metabolites. Manipulation of genes encoding the synthetases or receptors for signal molecules, or addition
of exogenous signal molecules into the fermentation medium relieves the repression of signal molecule
receptors on the expression of Streptomyces BGCs. This strategy can be used to activate silent BGCs to
discover novel natural products or to increase the titer of known secondary metabolites. In this review we
used y-butyrolactones (GBLs) and y-butenolides as examples to summarize the application of signal
molecules in the discovery and titer improvement of Streptomyces secondary metabolites, to provide a
reference for the development of microbial natural products.

Keywords: Streptomyces, signal molecules, regulatory network, silent biosynthetic gene cluster, titer

improvement
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Table 1 Signal molecules from Streptomyces and their respective synthetases and receptors

S (CRC = REaTaN FeoTrzh \2h  ZEEAR 275 30k

Strains Signal molecules Synthetase Receptor Pseudo  Antibiotics References

receptor

S. virginiae VB A-E BarX BarA BarB Virginiamycin [35]

S. coelicolor SCB1-3 ScbA ScbR ScbR2 Coelimycin P-1, Act and Red [39]

S. scabies / SscA SscR SscF Thaxtomin [40]

S. fradiae / Aco TylP TylQ Tylosin [41]

S. ambofaciens / Aco AlpZ AlpW Kinamycins, Alpomycin [42]

S. rochei SRB1-2 SrrX SrrA SrrB Lankamycin [27]

S. griseus A-factor AfsA ArpA / Streptomycin, Grixazone [43]

S. tsukubaensis / BulS1 BulR1 BulR2 Tacrolimus [44]

S. venezuelae SVBI1 JadW1 JadR3 JadR2 Jadomycin [45]

S. aureofaciens / SagA SagR AurlR Auricin [46]

S. chattanoogensis /| ScgA SprA, SngR / Natamycin [47-48]

S. avermitilis Avenolide Aco AvaR1, AvaR3 AvaR2 Avermectins [49]

S. lavendulae IM-2 FarX FarA FarR2 Showdomycin [50]

S. ansochromogenes SAB1-3 SabA SabR1 SabR2 Nikkomycin [30]

S. coelicolor MMFs MmfL MmfR / Methylenomycin [51]

W/ FS A TFE R E
Note: /: Signal molecules unknown
F90+, WKEHSERTH A B+, RiEAs
% Y SCBs LUK 4E JE ILHE & Y VB 451y
TP NEA TENIRAR T/, XHEI A BT
I IR 455 0 4% Sy 151 A 2 4 25 TR R A5 5 20 IR I 4%
(R FBILA

1967 4E 1 7RI 2 Khokhlov 55 1 UK €5
TR T AR I — R ] LU i P H RS SR R S
B - T NERIE A, TR a2 A 7P
JREERIRT TR L BUR AR R T A DT B
FEAFE 4 B (1) A BT RILA B AfA;
(2) A HIFH5Z 14 ArpA; (3) 32 ArpA AR I 4R
P8 SR I0E F AdpA (A-Factor Dependent Protein);
(4) % AdpA TR — RV TR, H, A
T2k ArpA HAWEERE ST, BRREZS & A B T1E R
FEERCIA, SCRBAE e il N 456 3] adpA i
g TR, AfsA TiSTE A
T, YA A R B R B B AR S ArpA
Zh4 | S ApA M adpA W) ST XU ES TR,

MR Bl adpA (%63, AdpA Bl RIS % Hid s
PGS S5 IR BACH = WA Y& R
— RAFER R FE 2)PY, XERER A ArpA
(5 S — IR Bl AdpA B R H R
FURHC, TR T K52 5B AR FA G
L IR g ks

H AT A AdpA & AR F AT 43 Pk
—RESZHEANMWED, Bl AdA
(AdpA-Dependent Sigma Factor). ZSfPLT 4 & XL ZH
SPETT RS S B ) AmfR | J6 T BRBEE BT
DT/ NERYE R 1 SsgA A e 2 55 4 24T Y
SgiA % i — R AAE - P LR R bR iR ry
SEVERY SRR, W%EE % &R (Streptomycin) |
{8, % (Grixazone) FI A HI R B FE K 7% H 1) StrR |
GriR F1 Orf1 254 AdpA AT 254 A B IS 8 1
DI, M AdpA VR AERFTE— R K
s IR EEETEREIT adpAd FER A A R HDRAT 7
JAE AdpA T TR BE A% 5%, DAFE i 52 2 iy AR 2
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Figure 2 The A-factor regulatory cascade network in Streptomyces griseus
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Note: Sm: Streptomycin; GX: Grixazone; PK: A polyketide compound. Solid arrows indicate direct activation, dashed arrows indirect

activation, and solid arrows indicate direct inhibition
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— P SR R 0T AR alp SERFRAE S %K
WA KGR RIE, MAEAalpW FEAEMR X
3 Pk A W 0 A A B DY A s Y BR T
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FEIEH R TR T M R B T =k 2 Fhsh
FAIAS [R) ) SR B 28 40 A K 2% R R B % (Lankacidin C)
124 55 2 (Lankamycin)*® fR 22 R K 5L
Ho T RUBRER I IE N lomE J&, > R8E R = mfA
70% , T A BR 22 R R TR AR AR R A
(Polyketide Synthase, PKS)J:[H lkcF WAy KRI 4%
I G , RASRRA L 2 RRE R 1
[Nk srrB . lkmE F lkeF-KR1 22 )5, IRk
KAS7 Hhor s H—Fh R AR LA 1) KAST-A (42)P°,
BT 24 e B TR W AEAE (5 5 43 RBP4, BT
WERQOVEH P HE S/ fEX— TR M,
AvaR1 ZB4ENHERIZIAK, AvaR2 F1 AvaR3 J&
AvaR1 B[RIJREE F, AvaR2 FLIfE H ETIA A4S,
1M AvaR3 7B 4585 0 i v A AR A 8 40 fk
AL EEVE R, X BT B 2R (Avermectin) FIHEF LS
P2 (Filipin) (9 A4E 7= E PR VE R, BiBR avaR3 (B
YR58 R AR MR AR T — AN R A AL G W

Phthoxazolin A (43), 28] AvaR3 7£ 3806 B 4 18 = 4=
P [R]BT IAHH] Phthoxazolin A FIZEH)4 P
32 BIERMIMNEES D FERBHESHT
IR ITUEE E AR

{5543 FAEA R B2 T A ] 7T LUK BLAR o it
R TR R T BUE 5 0 TS Y Re e A
P 2 AR BE R U, ATV 52 IR B 25 7T 1Y)
IR BRI R IR . TE R CHER TR M145 ],
{5543 F SCB3 (4) AT £k 541 K (Actinorhodin,
44) 1+ — i FE R B 21 % (Undecylprodigiosin, 45)
WA A L, T ZE N B i R TR (Streptomyces
venezuelae) P {5 54> F SVBl )AERZER
(Jadomycin) A (46). B d7)AEH A, K5
W R BIX 2 #5540 F SVBI1 Il SCB3 (451
HAR, RSP T, jadW123 HitS {55
GrF 4 BB, BBR jadWi23 (2 b A
WA N2 GRS 22 N B B w T
AjadW123 ARG R IE AR M145 LR 52
JE AR N Z R R 17 A TE 2 N S PR 25 T K T
BRI P H IR I AR M145 1R BER
JE WA AR AR B R =AY, Wk, SVBI
WSRO M145 PERRa R+
—JEEE R WLLR M. WA 0.25 pumol/L (1)
SVBI fg s KPR LIS T 2 Fpfii A R 4k, it
— AT SVBI R BE I 25 4m i e AT 01

A [R) B 75 T =2 18] AT LLGE 3 {5 540 F A LR
M IR T 11074 7] =4 4 FAS ) (o By 2 oy
MR A5 5701 (23-26), T Rk 2 f IESE A I A A
1B aco HE DK ) B 4 BE 75 7 5 A bR Ok 25 1 A 7 B
Y TR AT AE TE 2R B BE T 5 246 B BERE TR 11074
5 aco FE R 5 %) BT 4k 4% 25 T 58 A8 Ak L 1
&, TER R AT A DB BT i %, Ui sk
B P P AR ) T 4 DA T R ORI T A B R T b B 4
T3 (@8) 1 =,

IR RIBAE T 406 U R PR 0 AT T TR
FLR% . A 5% 1 (Streptomyces  albidoflavus)

Tel: 010-64807511; E-mail: tongbao@im.ac.cn; http://journals.im.ac.cn/wswxtbcn



2474

(DGR ESTE(

Microbiol. China

J1074 45 GBL Z{KJL[K XNR_4681,1H 2% 4 GBL
A R A R (R R T M145
SCBs 914 LK (sebA . scbB. schCO)TERLIA
WHERE A J1074 thRIERBE, MO WS R
J1074 W4T SCBs (F#J& SCB1 #1 SCB2)
(2-3), IFBOE TR FIETT R AE R R &
& (Paulomycins) W FEH %, 7”427 Paulomenol A
(49). B (50)F1 Paulomycin A (51). B (52)*%1, &
9K XNR_4681 5 Kk A 55 R A M145 1 SCBs 152
A ScbR MLEEAY Hy 26.8%, (F M 11 2 4% 25 o rh
B &RV T R GBL 494 B R 5k
FLAZ R BE DR S D8 22 38 SR O VLR 19 R AR 7 W A= )
B RE IR AT o 22 2 A T I AR Sk 1 X 4
TS R BB BE R R RS, 81 3 4 T Bl
LB YIait

4 FEATFAERMFWPRIT L85
41 BERMUFESHHESHS FRAXRAS
=g

BIRE S 0 T HA B ™M B RR Sk, (B
EANTH — ey n] DL A U T 3RS
A A o R AR R AN IR AN INIX LE W), A AT fE
PSS T ME MR RIK, S KR
7 7R K (B B R USRS R SCB

I3 FRE B IO R AL RN+ — B R LR 1Y)
AR, EdeE R R AR 115 h BHInA
300 pg/L 24 M VB-C, 4i R WEE M il S
BHRFET 9 A5 R H R AR R IR K
R QIR R TR SN (R
(Streptomyces hygroscopicus) 5008 &% 12 h BF sl
10 mmol/L fb2: & W) A HF45mELy
1,4-Butyrolactone (1,4-BL)A] 2 & X 55 2 1)) &5
30%/cAt; FEABERESSH T, WSin 1,4-BL X
B RN EIEEZ 30%; 7E LILE TLO1 (5008
AR U AR L BESE SR P, MR 1,4-BL R 2542
PETHR RGP 15 8 R s n
1,4-BL B4R adpA—H %5 A AT A o ] IR
SERANHE X R 2R B FR M KT e a3
% (Bitespiramycin) J& i 12 Ji€ 5% 25 & (Streptomyces
spiramyceticus);” R IFNBEPIAE R, TEIREHE
251 WS1-195 &% 12 h IS/ 1,4-BL (1 mmol/L)
K3 d T H T 27%% AR5 2 (Pristinamycin)
AR 8 2= 1 (Pristinamycin I, PIA, & 30%)F13%
BBE £ 1 (Pristinamycin I, PIIA, 5 70%)4H )%,

TEIL P A TR AR R 2 18 (Streptomyces  pristinaespiralis)
K 48 h ¥ 1,4-BL (2 mmol/L)I % 1
= REARTE T2 30%, Wk E R 1 i=m e Ik 1

x2 BEREGESHTFHIERILERHNENESHNKERR
Table 2 Activation of silent Streptomyces BGCs by manipulating signal molecule-related genes or cocultivation
fF5T Hk R TaNM F50T KR PUERBUAER  SF R
Signal Strains Synthetase AR Strategy Antibiotics References
molecules Receptor
SCB1 S. coelicolor A3(2) ScbA ScbR2 Deletion of schR2 Coelimycin P2 [55]
/ S. ambofaciens Aco AlpW Deletion of alpW Kinamycins [42]
SCB3 S. venezuelae ScbA ScbR2 Cocultivation with S. coelicolor ~ Jadomycin [45]
AjadW123 M145
SCBs S. albidoflavus / XNR 4681 Heterologous expression of GBL Paulomycins [62]
J1074 biosynthetic genes
SRBs S. rochei 7434AN4  SrrX SrrA Deletion of sr7B, lkmE and lkcF  KAS57A [56]
Avenolide  S. avermitilis / AvaR3 Deletion of avaR3 Phthoxazolin A [59]
Butenolides S. avermitilis Aaco  Aco and Cypl7 AvaR1 Co-culture with S. albus J1074 Avermectin [29]

e /o RS TE0E S Ta R

Note: /: The structure or the synthetase for signal molecule remains unknown
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29 40% 7 A5 543 F BT 2 14 TR (20) 76 W B i
4 nmol/L B FFUR 5 BT A4E TR 3 7 A= , 75 P 4k 5k 25 1
Aaco ZEZERRHPENAN 150 nmol/L ) Bif 2 [N i J= Bl 4
PR 7 BOAE TP AR BT R A 1.8 £570,
42 BEAMRESSFZERREARAFYTE
SR AT 5 T S AR B R RS2 AR SR T R AR
Y A B TERIE EER T A3(Q2)H bR
schd ZJG A GBLs, (HRFRTF TR LA
b R L R R, TSR R T MO Hh
REBR avaR1 5, FIAERE M RERTE T 175 571,
H I 2 BT R A 5 40 - 32 AR X TRl ) 02 5 B4R
LM R LA R 7 X — H AR oy EHEEA AL
5. TEMRTEETE T Pril HiER papRS 5,
WA R A RARTE T 3 AU PR K G R
5008 HREBRZ AN shbRI 8% shbR3 5, X%
ER AT 26% M 20%,  [F] B R BR
shbRI/R3 B 7 A8k vh I b B 3 A= 1 6 T AH O 2
DI 5 Sk P T TR 3R &, B R m i
B AR RUAR R T O55% 7. 7R A B S5 Bk
(Streptomyces chattanoogensis)"F 5% sngR 5, N
fth 55 & (Natamycin) B 77 FHE 5 T 4.6 f51% 762610
REER P RbR srrB o, 2 RERNSEEAT
6 1%, ZRARWRMNFRAET T 9.9 507,
43 TBRIZESHFEHERAXRATY==
fih 7€ 5 F] (Tacrolimus or Fujimycin, FK506)/2&
5N o e+ (Streptomyces
NRRL18488 j*/Ef—MRIRNERRSTER, [z
N B B e VR IR YT  BE R TP AE R
1 (Streptomyces Antibiotic Regulatory Protein,
SARP)Z R A T BulZ Xt A4 5 B 1 A 14
ARt vE S E] A AR AE R EE R, MR bulz
Z R e B E] PR R N 47.5%, oL EER 5 A
FLI K I BulZ REE LIS bulZ M4t GBL A i
B EY) bulS2 KL B)He 3%, I RG0S TP ] res7
JkbN LA e GBL SZARBEIR bulR1 (%% 5% 3 FESUI B
B NRRL 18488 i ik bulS2 Jrfth Ta 52 vl 1)
AT T 44.6%, RIK bulZ J5fb SR ) 5

tsukubaensis)

BTT 38%, [RINFREFRIER bulz F1 bulS2 5, e
BRI PR AR T T 67.4%; 1R T B ) P Ak
TJ-04 H3:3K bulz FILEEEER bulS2 J5 At 5e 53 ]
PR T 36%* . JE B TEIT (Nemadectin) & iy
W5 KA 5 7 (Streptomyces cyaneogriseus) NMWTI
PR RKANERAER, WK B HET AR
2 T S TOTT SRR R T A AR S I A T v
A W 15 5 o T A 8 N (sepd 1) B %2 R 2
(scyRI), HEHR ScyAl Fl ScyR1 43555 ] 24 5 5 T
W Aco F AvaR 1 FLA7 55 =5 14 [a] R CRHARLEE 43531 R
63%F1 70%), (HENTIEER RGP & Y
ML XA T Aco I AvaR1; 7EBT4EE T,
H55 0 TA M Aco XiF B[4 5 2 A 4 & Ak 1E 4
PR, 20K AvaR1 S BT 2E T8 £ A9 A7, mire
R IT W& Mad 2 ScyAl Fil ScyR1 ¥ A 1E
PARAVE, BT Fak 0 BIEE e 5258 VT [ 7= 4
THT 56%F1 29%5

BRGS0 F A B H X A 4 1)
AR IETARE R, —2 (550 FA U ek
WAL T BB B R IR G I A P . TR R B
# (Streptomyces lavendulae) FRI-5 W' farX 4ifs {5
SO IM-2 (15) B A A, mBR farX 125Kk
D-#1 22 2 ik (D-Cycloserine) /= w1 5 1%, M
15570 IM-2 76 D-PA 22 2 1R 1) A= )6 i e 17
PR (3 3),
44 RIFERIE A BFEKBER Sgr33vd A X
AREYIFEE

Protein-D J&—Fh7E A A7~ ik X 455
& IFO 13350 Y A Ik bR I 2 A i Ab R 1T, 1R
PR 2 LR T S B i A Sgr3394; 7E A TR ikt
KK 0 B B R AR HHL R £ T 774
Sgr3394 MRE YT, RINIZE RSB HA A BT
WL B K (OBEEETE TFO 13350 R sgr3394 KEA
TEAREY T R T TK21 AR (st & A3Q)H H
¥ DUk Tad SRk e, FEM e IR
T T 18 EP i S a Z M+ — bR W
B m Gk 3), MR LI sgr3394 miik st
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Table 3 Improving the titers of Streptomyces natural products by adding signal molecules or manipulating signal
molecule-related genes

507wk TREMBTAE R PR TR o R SR 275 30k
Signal Strains Antibiotics Titer improved Methods References
molecules
1,4-BL S. hygroscopicus 5008 Validamycin 30% Exogenous addition [67]
S. spiramyceticus F21 Bitespiramycin 29% Exogenous addition [68]
S. pristinaespiralis Pr11  Pristinamycin 30% (PIA) and 40% (PIIA) Exogenous addition [69]
A-factor . hygroscopicus 5008 Validamycin 55% Deletion of shbR1/shbR3 [73]
Avenolide S. avermitilis Avermectin 1.8-fold Exogenous addition [26]
S. avermitilis Avermectin 1.75-fold Deletion of avaR 1 [71]
S. pristinaespiralis Pr11  Pristinamycin 3-fold Deletion of papR5 [72]
IM-2 S. lavendulae FRI-5 D-cycloserine 5-fold Deletion of farX [75]
SCB1 S. coelicolor Actinorhodin and ~4-fold Exogenous addition [64]
Undecylprodigiosin
S. coelicolor Actinorhodin and 10-fold Deletion of schA [70]
Undecylprodigiosin
SRBs S. rochei 7434AN4 Lankacidin and 9.9- and 6-fold Deletion of srrB [37]
lankamycin
VB-C S. virginiae Virginiamycin M and S 9-fold Exogenous addition [65]
/ S. chattanoogensis Natamycin 4.6-fold Deletion of sngR [48]
U S. tsukubaensis Tacrolimus 1.36-fold Expression of bulZ and bulS2 [44]
U S. cyaneogriseus NMWT1 Nemadectin 56% and 29% Overexpression of scy4/ and [28]

scyR1

W/ S TR E

Note: /: Structures of signal molecules remain unknown

Z 5| AdpA LAY T liE i — A2 (145 ; BLAST
S5 R WR Sgr3394 (A 8 ANFIIRE T, X L [m) Y5 2k
AR 2 I EE 1 YR IR TRER I , TR kel
Sgr3394 JHFIJEE R EEIER A WEN, B
TR P BE ] e 5 5 G T IR P FUE S 7 (L B %
FaEUe,

5 SGRRRHE

FERE WA BRI AEY & B T, A ATFiT A e
KA W — /N KR Vi 2 BE R R P Y
A=) R TR A DR 52 300 i A Py P A, S
B W IR A 0F DR DR, BB KPR
% AR AP A RN MRS A BTt i BB B R 25
IR ARy L7 e B R A BILR, AR OC Y
e AL B T R R TR PR DR 1) R K
SRT IR o B o AR ISR SR AR Sy — b P 240 T
AT R HIE S ALILL  A B, Je SR RIS e B

B DA UL AEAE A BRSO, 3K — 00 24 2o 4 2
A B0 A iS5 50 0 20 X550+
L5 B TR A 0 AR AR AR 7 0 1 R s 25 DD A
S, LA SO B A T OB 1 A ) A A PR e
T AT B R 0 — AT B R s
T A3(Q2)H R 2E 5 5 7 1 MMFs J#E I 8 R
A (Methylenomycin A)AEDI G, i A WFIEN
FH X STk i AT SRR B ASURL VS VR L B R AR AR AR T
ik A F MmfR-MMFs & 4 ¥ F1 MmfR- DNA
HEMWN =85k, MM TEGFS O FAET
ArpA BN FIRBIBR . RAEGSEIF
PATEA R FRB M T, 5 X Bk
77 55 R ERLURL V2 VR FL B2 S R AR R IT 15 5 4 A G
W = Ae 50 R R AT TR B B R 5 50
(A | AR SRR AL R FERAR , R R R R AR
P I AR T
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ARLERIET BN AT E P E 5 0 F g
Fa AR FE MG A9 3L 44 -, A GBL Fl1 y-Butenolide
WIREAE ST R0, R T e s
TUBRAE W6 O DR A A9 T 2 R B AR 77 ) 7
TN o I KR S o A YA O
PRI B fike 2R AE U G AIE ™ 1 98 425 D) 286 v e R P A
MG S F2 RN, SXHE R W e Rk
AU BACH P Py 00 & L™ AL RIS e . B T
GBL Al y-Butenolide #I, %% i H HALFP 2 91H
SRl BT R R A AR T .
TE NI IR 4555 16 (Streptomyces natalensis) X 1% 48 h
AN 210 nmol/L AL B PLIN 5 44 fi a5 R
=R T T 22 UYL 4l BEE W
(Streptomyces aureofuscus) SYAUO0709 4 ¥ 96 h i}
NI 0.4 mmol/L PI [H-FZE /25N =I5 446
% % (Aureofuscin) = R 5 T 1.5 /57 fEfth B
b B0 (Kitasatospora setae) BB A 5 F
SREEN ksbC I, RAMRFZAT 2 Foprigie
EY B-MRuk A Y 2k b & W) Kitasetaline 1
JBIR-133, FWITEGES B P3R5 RIS 5 70 1K
VOIS 0 R DRI 1% A AT A T HAth 2R L ()
RS MAh, e IR ARG I 2 A A
5503 FBCHSE R, B0 S I s oA i 5 TR
R E G S T A A BUER AR —Fh
PRI TR RO AN [F) B 25 TR h OB AR 1 IR PR 7
[y Hems s 256 R B oA B RIE T B 14
R AR A, AT R K M R B
BRIRT R IRBBOR  ABSE, I THE 5 F1EE
B A I, MEEAL GE R R R I AR 2R
OB BUE AT A S S o R
() 53 Hb—Fh 71 o SR X A 5 AR 25 oy 7 A R e Arb
THBEME 540+, XA UL T I8 & W S ARk 27
By B AR5 TSR B A PRRE . AR,
T RS R, A B R J1074 thAb
PR ING BN SCBs FF ARG R E B R ™ 4E , X
U T 7RSS T TP AN IS IS 5 4 FAE T K R AR

PRI AR T 5 T AR R , DRIHA b BT R K
IRAE A U (55 oy FRENS . Han, AT LA st
R AR50 T U A TR S R 2O A R A
00T IR LR 8 R R DA s TR PR ) 2
B AR R bk h SRR A 54 T A R
BP0k R BB (5540 T IS D5 IR AE TR R BT
R 50 TRt T4 J1 3048, M550 TEsEs:
BRR IR M) A BRI R R B T it
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