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MORPHOLOGICAL DESCRIPTIONS OF THE IMMATURE STAGES
OF CULICOIDES HOMOTOMUS KIEFFER

(DIPTERA: CERATOPOGONIDAE)

JEu Ming-Hwa RonNg YUN-LONG
(Department of Parasitology, Chungking Medical College)

This paper describes the egg, larva and pupa of the bloodsucking midge Culicoides
homotomus Kieffer based on the materials reared in the laboratory and also collected
from breeding sites in Chungking, Szechuan Province. The abdominal micro setae and
anal spine of larva, the ventro-median and ventro-posterior setae of pupae, are de-
scribed for the first time. It is suggested that the term ventro-anterior tubercule (ventro-
anterior setae) is applied to those structures previously described as the ventro-median
tubercule (ventro-median setae) in the pupa of Culicoides.

There are four Iarval instars, which differ from one another in size and the
nuambers of the 4th rows of mola cibaralis. The numbers of the 4th rows of mola
cibaralis in Ist, 2nd, 3rd and 4th instar larvae are constant, being 8, 12, 16, 20 re-
spectively. The larval exuviae of Culicoides homotomus is membranous in structure,
difficult to mount, and is not a good material for mieroscopical use. The main dif-
ferences of the larva and pupa of Culicotdes homotomus and its allied species, C.
nubeculosus Meig. are tabulated.





