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Fig. 1 The place of cropland conservation in agricultural

and rural sustainability of China
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The Mechanisms of Cropland Conservation
in Chinese Rural Transformation

CAT Yurrlong

( Department of Urban and Environmental Sciences, The Center for Land Study, Peking University, Laboratory for Earth Surface
Processes, The Ministry of Education, Bejing 100871)

Abstract: The rural development of China is undergoing transformation. The arable land is transforming from in
support into limited. The peasant living is transforming from survival into comparatively well off. The economic
mstitution is transforming from planning into market. T he manner of land use is transforming from extensive ir
to intensive. The rural and agriculture are transforming from exploitation into support by urbanization and ir
dustrialization. T he relationship betw een rural and urban is transforming from difference into harmony. T he a
gricultural economy is transforming from closed smallholder tow ards globalization.

T herefore, demand for cropland will further increase, but the development of marginal arable land is limit-
ed. The shortage of cropland and the situation of food security will be further serious in the future. Among varr
ous factors threatening the sustainability of cropland, occupation on cropland by urhanization and industrializa
tion is outstanding. T his has made Chinese government and society heavyhearted. Therefore, the central gov
ernment has paid great attention to cropland conservation and regarded it as a basic national policy. However,
this basic national policy has not been implemented thoroughly in practice because the mechanisms of cropland
conservation have not been established. T he low er comparative benefit of agricultural land use is the major reason
why cropland has continuously been occupied by urban development. Therefore the comparative benefit of agrr
cultural land use must be raised in order to conserve cropland. The mechanisms of cropland conservation also irr
clude strengthening the role of government in cropland conservation, regulating land administrative behavior of
government, identifying land administrative objects of government instead of market object, and im plementing
objects of government by means of land use planning in legislation manner. The development of urbanization and
industrialization should be towards internal land development rather than external land expansion, and stress the

intensive utilization of stock land in cities.

Key words: M echanisms of cropland conservation; Benefit of cropland; The value realization of ecological ser

vice; Regulation of land use; Urban intemal development



