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Inclusive Design: a New Cross Disciplinary Engineering
Research Programme in the UK

Dong Hua

(College of Design and Innovation, Tongji University, Shanghai 200092)

Abstract: In Britain, applying the interdisciplinary method to do some research on complicated issues
(for example, aging problem) has alrealy become a trend. In the past fifteen years, UK’s Engineering and
Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC) has funded 34 interdisciplinary research projects (including
five multidisciplinary consortia) through the EQUAL (Extending QUAIity Life) initiative. The research has
led to a vast knowledge base and a number of policies, practices and prototypes. This paper gives an
overview of the EQUAL programme, from the early projects in specific disciplines to the later
multidisciplinary consortia programmes and the recent knowledge transfer networks. With a focus on
inclusive design and ageing research, the author reviews the research outputs of the 12-year i-design
programme, a three-phase consortium project within EQUAL. The paper aims to inspire interdisciplinary

research programmes in China.
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