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Abstract: The capacity to mount the neuroendocrine stress response is a fundamental characteristic of a healthy organ—
ism, which enables the animal to cope with acutely stressful situations threatening homeostasis. By activating the inter—
renal stress axis to secrete stress hormone like cortisol, the fish could mobilize and allocate energy to maintain home—
stasis when subjected to extrinsic stress. Despite most of recent researches focused on the impact of pollutants on the
reproductive axis and sex steroid hormones, growing attention has been paid to the effect of pollutants on other endo—
crine systems including the interrenal stress axis. Exposure to environmental pollutants not only damages the normal a—
bility to response to stress, but also harms the growth, reproduction, immunity and other physiological functions in fish.
In this paper, based on a brief introduction about the composition and regulatory mechanism of the interrenal stress ax—
is, the disruption and underlying mechanisms of various environmental pollutants on this axis of teleosts will be re—

viewed, and then future prospects in this field will be discussed.
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