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Advantage of oilseed rape (Brassica napus L.) in land use and conservation and its application
for winter fallow field
ZHAO Man-li', DAI Zhi—gang’, GU Chi-ming', HU Wen—shi', LI Yin—shui', QIN Lu", LU Ming—xing’, LIAO Xing'
(1. Oil Crops Research Institute of Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Wuhan 430062, China; 2. Hubei Pro-
vincial Cultivated Land Quality and Fertilizer Station, Wuhan 430070, China; 3. Hubei Province Oilseed Rape Office,
Wuhan 430060, China)

Abstract: Oilseed rape (Brassica napus L.) is an important oil crop which has the largest planting area in Chi-
na. In recent years however, several factors, such as labour shortage, low planting benefit and motivation of farmers,
lead to expansion of winter fallow field year by year. This present paper studied its greater advantages of rapeseed
on land use and conservation, mainly including its ability of optimizing soil structure, increasing soil nutrients (as
ereen manure), and improving soil fertility. Meanwhile, due to its superior adaptability to environment, oilseed rape
could apply as pioneer crop to amending the obstacle soil, and thus the natural resources (light, heat, water, and
soil) in winter could be efficiently utilized. Winter oilseed rape does not compete with grain for land use and has the
greatest potential to exploit winter fallow field for both benefiting the subsequent crops and taking full of its advan-
tage in land conservation. It is of great significance to promote high yield of grain and oil, in order to ensure both se-
curity of edible oil supply and sustainable agricultural development in China.
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