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New dense meteorite collection areas were found in Lop Nur, Xinjiang

LI ShaoLin & HSU WeiBiao

Key Laboratory of Planetary Sciences, Purple Mountain Observatory, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Nanjing 210008, China

Xingdi, Argan, Loulan Yizhi and Lop Nur are four dense meteorite collection areas newly found in China. They are located on the east
of the Taklimakan Desert, Xinjiang. The geological and morphological setting of these areas are suitable to meteorites collection and
13 equilibrated ordinary chondrites were first identified. Compared to other typical desert meteorites, these meteorites went through
more intense weathering, which may be result of the pre-coexisting high air humidity and evaporite. Collecting meteorites in deserts
have several advantages over in Antarctic, and these dense meteorite collection areas provide possibility for mass collection of
meteorites in desert of China.

Lop Nur, desert meteorite, dense collection area, meteorite collection
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