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Research topics on the transformation of urban-rural relations and
high-quality development in the new era: Preface to the “Special
Issue on County Urbanization and Rural Revitalization”

LI Yurui'?, PAN Wei'?, CHEN Mingxing"’
(1. Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, Key Laboratory of Regional Sustainable
Development Modeling, CAS, Beijing 100101, China; 2. School of Resources and Environment, University of
Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China)

Abstract: The new urbanization and rural revitalization are major national strategies in the new
era. The county-level administration is the most basic administrative unit in China, and county
towns are important carriers for implementing new urbanization and leading rural development.
The vast rural areas outside the county towns are the key regions for implementing the rural
revitalization strategy. Therefore, the sustainable development of urban and rural areas within
the county is closely related to the overall strategies of new urbanization and rural
revitalization. This article first analyzes the macro background and practical needs of the new
urbanization and rural revitalization strategies, revealing the important theoretical value and
practical significance of research on county-level urbanization and rural revitalization. Then,
the main contents and characteristics of this special issue are introduced from four aspects:
theoretical connotations, spatio- temporal evolution, driving mechanisms, and case studies.
Finally, preliminary suggestions are proposed to deepen the research on county- level
urbanization and rural revitalization, including extracting theoretical contributions, focusing on
practical issues, and strengthening scenario simulations.

Keywords: rural revitalization; new urbanization; county- level administration; urban- rural
integration



