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Figure1 Flowchart of the dataset generation technology
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Figure 4 Statistics of the origin motifs of the core mythological characters in China
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Figure 5 Statistical chart of the number of origin motifs of core mythological characters in China
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Figure 6 Statistical chart of the number of nationalities on the origin motifs of the core mythical characters in China
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Figure 7 Statistical chart of the number of spreading provinces on the origin motifs of the core mythical characters
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A dataset of origin motifs of major Chinese mythological
characters

WANG Jing!", XIONG Hui?, Qilegele?, DU Yi', ZHOU Yuanchun'
1. Computer Network Information Center, Beijing 100190, P. R. China
2. University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488, P. R. China
*Email: jwang@cnic.cn
Abstract: Myths is an important carrier of traditional Chinese culture. There are numerous myths of different
ethnic minorities, rich in content and diverse in form. Many mythological characters have become precious
memories in the course of human history and Chinese civilization. With the analysis of mythical figures as
the starting point, we take relevant mythological texts and narratives as research topics and important data
sources in the field of humanities and social sciences, which is of great cultural significance and academic
value in promoting the construction of big data in humanities, deepening the analysis of traditional Chinese
cultural data, and innovating new methods of humanities and social science research. In this paper, we took
the origin narrative motif of 50 core mythological characters in China as the research object, and collected

1,620 valid data from them, including the standard fields of motif, example, nationality, place of spread and
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source of literature. Meanwhile, we systematically analyzed and explained the data sources, data collection
methods, data classification and structure. Moreover, we described the data samples in detail; and on the
basis of listing relevant dataset examples, we further carried out a multi-dimensional statistical analysis of
the way of generation, ethnic groups and geographical location, etc. Finally, we provided some suggestions
on the application of the dataset in exploring the connotation of China’s multi-ethnic culture, cross regional
cultural research and analysis of Chinese traditional culture.

Keywords: Humanities data; Mythical characters; Myth metadata; Myth data analysis

Dataset Profile
Title A dataset of origin motifs of major Chinese mythological characters
Data corresponding author WANG Jing (jwang@cnic.cn)
Data authors WANG Jing, XIONG Hui, Qilegele, DU Yi, ZHOU Yuanchun
Time range 200B.C-2022 A.D
Geographical scope China
Data volume 648.98 KB
Data format * Xlsx
Data service system https://doi.org/10.57760/sciencedb.07047

CAS Network Security and Informatization Project (CAS-WX2021SF-0308); National
Sources of funding Social Science Foundation Project (21CZWO058); Chinese Post-doctorate Science

Fundation Project (2020M680682)

The dataset includes the origin narrative motifs of 50 core Chinese mythical characters
in a multi-ethnic and multi-regional context, covering the causes, ways, times, places
and other major types. Under the category of “generation mode of characters” which are
subdivided into 8 types, i.e. natural generation, marriage, birth, and induction. There are
Dataset composition
a total of 1,620 pieces of data, each of which contains 10 fields of information. The
dataset also contains a relationship map of mythical characters based on the above data.

The map is based on SPO triplet extraction principle, including 369 nodes and 1,240

edges.
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