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Study on the New Edition of the Law of the People’s Republic of China

on Protecting against and Mitigating Earthquake Disasters
——Taking M8. 0 Wenchuan Earthquake as an Example

Zhang Hongmei and Wei Dianxin
(1. Humanties College, Chang’an University, Xi’an 710054, China;
2. Shaanxi Earth Exploration Center of Earthquake Engineering, Xi’an 710068, China)

Abstract: Taking M8.0 Wenchuan earthquake as an example, the new edition of Law of the People’s
Republic of China on Protecting Against and Mitigating Earthquake Disasters is studied. The new edition has been
amended in several aspects based on the old one. Planning system of protecting against and mitigating earthquake
disasters and regulations on aseismic engineering are improved; Earthquake fortification requirements for important
structures, such as schoolrooms and hospitals and for rural houses and public facilities are added; The mass
monitoring and preventing system is intensiified to enhence earthquake disaster prevention; The mechanism of
earthquake disaster rescue is improved; The system for transitional resettlement and reconstruction after an
earthquake are specified; The leading and coordinating function of the government in earthquake disaster
prevention and reduction are strengthened. In addition, the deficiency of the new edition is pointed out.

Key words: law on protecting against and mitigating earthquake disasters; M8. 0 Wenchuan earthquake;

protecting against and mitigating earthquake disasters; systems; improvement



