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Cultural Reflections on China’s Engineering Technology Initiative

Huang Songping, Zhu Yazong

(School of Humanity and Social Sciences, National University of Defence Techology, Changsha 410073, Hunan, China)

Abstract: China’s engineering technology initiative lagged behind the west before the feudal times, kept

ahead in the world in feudal times, and then became fully behind in the modern times. China’s engineering tech-

nology initiative level is still not cheering in contemporary times. The lack of engineering technology initiative has

a deep relationship with cultural roots and cultural adaptation issues, mainly including the cultural values which

values theoretical knowledge more than craftsmanship, the tradition of practical rationality and the consciousness

of emphasizing on collective rather than individuals. In view of these cultural roots, one may find the direct and

effective measures, including attaching importance to basic research, cultivating elite culture and vigorously pro-

moting the cultural values which values both knowledge and craftsmanship. Having a deep cultural thinking on

China’s engineering technology initiative is undoubtedly of great historical and practical significance, which will

not only help us to well understand the characteristics of China’s engineering technology initiative, but also inspire

us to deeply understand the reason for lack of initiative in China’s engineering technology.
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