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ANALYSIS OF TOTAL MERCURY AND METHYLMER-
CURY LEVELS IN BLOOD, HAIR AND URINE FROM
THE FISHERMEN ON SONGHUA RIVER BANK

Jiang Xiluo
( Norman Bethune University of Medical Sciences, Changchun )

Wang Shuhai
( Changchun Institute of Geography, Academic Sinica, Changchun)
Abstract

Total mercury ( TM ) and methylmercury ¢ MM ) levels in blood, hair and
urine from the fishermen on Songhua river bank were analyzed, The results
showed that a large amount of MM was accumulated in the bodies of fisher-
men,some of them in excess of the proposed poisoning threshold. The TM
content ratio in hair,blood and urine was 302:1:0.12,and MM 310:1:0.02.The MM/,
TM ratios in hair, blood and urine were 0.74, 0.69 and 0.12 respectively. Close
correlations were found to exist between the TM (or MM ) contents of the
blood and the TM ¢(or MM)contents of the hair.Half life of MM in blood was
29 days. '
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