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Homemaking practices among business-driven immigrants in
livelihood spaces: A case study of Fuzhou entrepreneurs
in Nanning hotel supplies market

Huang Xiaojuan', Wei Lei’, Zhou Bo’
(1. School of Geography and Tourism, Hengyang Normal University, Hengyang 421002, Hunan, China;

2. School of Management, Guangzhou University, Guangzhou 510006, Guangdong, China; 3. School of
Public Administration, Guangzhou University, Guangzhou 510006, Guangdong, China)

Abstract: There has long been a discursive separation between workspace and home. Based on
the geography of home theory, this article explores the process of constructing home within the
livelihood space of operational migrants through in-depth interviews and participatory observa-
tion. The findings reveal that the home-making practices of business migrants illustrate the co-
existence of workspace and home. Firstly, a stable business location is central to the home-mak-
ing efforts of business migrants, providing them with a sense of ontological security and be-
longing. Secondly, the practice of domesticating business space is crucial for the construction of
a “livelihood home”. Through self-employment and family management, business migrants can
flexibly navigate their business and family responsibilities,thereby integrating the boundaries
between work and life. Thirdly, through their business activities, migrants develop a local net-
work of business relationships, express a positive local identity,and integrate into their new en-
vironment. Business cooperation reinforces existing kinship and geographic networks, thereby
maintaining close ties to their original home. This article enriches the study of the geography of
home, enhances our understanding of the multiple functions and scales of home, and constructs
a theoretical framework for the “home of livelihood” contributing to the comprehension of
business-oriented migration from a geographic perspective.

Key words: business-driven immigrants; homemaking; livelihood space; Geography of homes
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