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Figure1l (Color online) Reason of science researchers’ low engagement level of science communication
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Figure2 (Color online) Science researchers’ media contact frequency (&) and understanding of the mass media mechanism (b)
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Promoting scientists engagement in science communication:
policies and mechanisms ar e equally important

WANG DaPeng® & JA HePeng®®

! China Research Institute for Science Popularization, Beijing 100081, China;
2Cornell University, Ithaca NY 14850, USA;
3 School of Communication and Design, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China

* Corresponding author, E-mail: wangdapeng@crsp.org.cn

Authentic science information comes from scientists, who play an important role in science communication. However,
currently there are inadequate policies encouraging scientists to be engaged in science communication, which poses a
barrier for them. This paper argues that policy incentives are not enough to mobilize scientists for science communication,
using data from a survey covering 700 Chinese scientists and from a separate qualitative interview study among more
than 30 communication-savvy scientists. Our study examined real engagement of scientists’ in science communication,
their impression on the role of science communication in building their academic prestige, and the perceived factors pro-
hibiting their engagement in the new media context. We concluded that to promote scientists engagement in science
communication, we should not only pay attention to policies and regulations, but also design various schemes to train
scientists with communication skills, facilitate their interaction with the media and other science communicators, and
encourage the evolution of ascientific culture that appreciates a closer tie between scientists and the public.

science communication, relationship, survey, policy, mechanism
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