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Fig.1 The evolutionary model of tourism islanding effect
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Table I The evolutionary stages of tourism islanding effect
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Evolution Mechanism of Tourism Islanding Effect: A Case
Study of Puzhehei Tourist Attraction

Tian Li, Liu Liang

(School of Business and Tourism Management, Yunnan University, Kunming 650091, Yunnan, China)

Abstract: The conflicting relationship between tourist attractions and surrounding communities has become
the common focus between scholars. It can be found by combing through relevant domestic and foreign literat-
ures that many scholars tend to use the concepts of “tourist enclave” “tourist bubble” and “tourism island” to
depict these conflicting relationships, among which the description of “tourism island” is more suitable for
summarizing the isolated phenomena in China’s tourism development because it refers to two connotations of
isolated space and unbalanced power between tourist attractions and surrounding communities. Therefore, this
paper chooses “tourism island” as the core concept and constructs evolution model including process, charac-
teristics and mechanism. According to the evolution model, tourism islanding effect goes through four stages of
initialization, growth, isolation and intensification or fusion, reflecting the transformation of tourism islanding
effect from differential state to blocking state, then to oppositional state, which essentially implies the driving
mechanism of polarization effect, spread effect, and circular cumulative causation. In order to confirm the ap-
plicability of the theoretical model of tourism islanding effect, this paper takes Puzhehei tourist attraction as a
case to analyze its space form and game relationship. Results show that Puzhehei had experienced four stages
when considering its external relations, space form and border state, which highly corresponding to the four
evolutionary stages of tourism islanding effect. The unique Karst tourism resources and the historical opportun-
ities generated by the series of films and television dramas are the reasons for the polarization effect of the
Puzhehei.Physical boundaries dominated by isolation barriers and transportation routes and functional boundar-
ies dominated by economic gaps and cultural differences are the reasons why the spread effect is blocked. Un-
der the contrast of polarization and spread effect, the tourism islanding effect is formed, which further attracts
the accumulation of factors and solidifies the boundary, so that the polarization and spread effect continue to
work. It is worth noting that similar conflicts occur from time to time at home and abroad. Therefore, the ex-
ploration into the evolution model of tourism islanding effect can provide regulation ideas for reducing differ-
ences, removing obstacles, and eliminating antagonism between tourist attractions and surrounding communit-

ies.

Key words: tourism islanding effect; destination benefit; Puzhehei tourist attraction; polarization effect; in-
terest game



