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Research on the legal regulation of preventing academic
misconduct in China: Current situation,
problems and suggestions

Xia Ting, Zhang Yang, Qi Hailing
(National Academy of Innovation Strategy, CAST, Beijing 100038, China)

Abstract: The healthy development of the scientific cause requires strengthening the construction of scientific ethics and
academic style. Academic misconduct not only undermines the self—purification function of the academic ecosystem but also
stifles innovation vitality, seriously endangering the healthy development of the scientific cause. This article sorts out the
legal regulations for preventing and controlling academic misconduct in China from six levels: national laws, administrative
regulations, local regulations, departmental rules and local government rules, relevant management measures of universities,
and group conventions. Based on the above sorting, it is found that the concept and connotation of academic misconduct still
need to be further clarified; the investigation and handling mechanism for academic misconduct needs to be further improved;
there is a lack of connection and coordination among existing legal regulations, and the systematicness needs to be strengthened;
the punishment has a large elastic space, and the responsibility pursuit mechanism is not perfect. In response to the above
problems, suggestions are put forward to clarify the connotation and boundary of the concept of academic misconduct; to raise
the legal level of prevention and control of academic misconduct and strengthen the systematic construction of existing legal
regulations.

Keywords: academic misconduct; legal regulation; investigation and handling; disciplinary coordination
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