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Abstract: In the 20th century, Britain became one of the most important countries to collect ancient Chinese
bronzes overseas. Most of these works of art are preserved in museums in London, Cambridge, Oxford and
other places. However, little known is about that Scottish collectors and museums also play a vital role.
There are three museums in Scotland that collect ancient Chinese bronzes, including the National Museum
of Scotland in Edinburgh, the Burrell Collection in Glasgow, and the King’s Museum at the University of
Aberdeen. Scottish collectors in the 20th century have an indissoluble bond with ancient Chinese art, either
through work experience or personal opportunities. China’s ancient history and culture can also be spread
in Britain through them. In the era of the collision between Chinese and Western cultures and the blending
of ancient and modern cultures, these precious works of art have greatly enriched the European people’s

understanding of the distant East.
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