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Asymmetric catch-up in strategic battlefields: Historical

controversy on “Two Bombs and One Satellite” and its enlightenment

JIAO Zhengshan” SUN Lie
(Institute for the History of Natural Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190, China)
Abstract Along with the development of science and technology and the transformation of the world pattern, the international
scientific and technological competition is becoming increasingly competitive, which has an increasingly important impact on the
comprehensive national strength. Consequently, the value of the country’s self-reliance in science and technology is emphasized. On
the basis of reviewing the history of “Two Bombs and One Satellite” and the historical controversy on the project, this study
emphasizes the positive correlation between country’s self-reliance in strategic battlefields of science and technology and national
independence, which enlightens the public to deepen their understanding on our scientific and technological strategy.
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