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Entrepreneurial C ity Theory and the T ransition ofM ineral R esources
and Industrial City: A Case Study ofM aanshan C ity
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Abstract M aanshan, a city based on the iron resource and ndustry inChmna is one of the cities which have a-
chieved a successfi] ransfomatbn. M aanshan has established a development ideaw ith less dependence on its t
ron and steel ndustry since the mid 1990° s A bt of strategies and actions have been done to obtain a sustain-
able development of M aanshan This study exam nesM ananshan’ s successfil transitbn and restructurng fran
the perspective of entrepreneurial city theory focusing on its entrepreneurial discourse entrepreneurial fash bn
and entrepreneurial institutbnal innovaton

The first key reason forM aanshan’ s successful transition is that the city’ s designated functions have be ng
advanced w ih the tines A fter experienced as "medim-sized on and steel coporation" n orignal and " iron
and steel ndustrial city" n 1980’ s and the early 1990’ s the desinated functions ofM aanshan have been pub-
licized as " the Y angtze R wer region/s mportantm anu facturing city and a riverside garden city for residents and
viitors" after 1996 This up to date designated functbns are considered as an entrepreneurial discourse by ths
paper It has not only guided the city’ s transition to a specific d irectbny, but alsomarketed the city to heworld
Secondly an mportant reason forM aanshan’ s successful transition lies n its municipality’ s actions full of en-
trepreneurial fashion For carrying out the city’ s desgnated functions the municipality has done lots of tang b le
actons inclhiding the transfomatbn and upgrad ng of traditbnal ion and steel ndustry the production of new
ndustrial space and new consumptbn spacg and the mprovement of lving environment By these positive ac-
tons M aanshan has transformed fran a productwe city to an ntegrated city

Last butnot least reason forM aanshan’ s successfil transitbn is its strategies in entrepreneurial nstitutional
nnovaton. Interscalar strategies have been adopted by M aanshan to create a better instiutbnal environment for
nnovaton. At the mner city scale M aanshan has reoman ized its adm n istrative boundaries to mp lanent the ac-
tons of producing nev spaces W hile at the regional scale M aanshan has taken positive regbnalizatbn strate-
gies that is to sirengthen its co-operation w ith the Y angize R iver Delta and the Nan jngM etropolitan A rea to en-
hance its canpetitiveness

In summary tis paper accounts hatM aanshan’ s successful transition is based on the entrepreneurial city
strategy. Entrepreneurial d iscourse municipality’ s entrepreneurial fash bn and the entrepreneural nstiutional
nnovatbn are the threemain points in the progress The experiences ofM aanshan w ill shed lght on oherm ner-
al resources and industrial cities’ transitbn n China And through the research of M aanshan’ s transitbn ths

paper also enriches entrepreneurial city theory with empirical study of uiban in Chna

Key words m ineral resources and ndustrial city transition entrepreneurial city M aanshan C ity



