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The Characteristics of Water Rights System and the
Exploration of Water Rights Reform in China

Liu Shiqing', Guo Shijun', Lin rui’, Ju dong'
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Abstract: The reform of water rights in China is gradually advancing in progressive and pilot mode. There
are mainly 6 kinds of modes of water right transaction in pilot area that are between industries, between water us-
ers, collective water right transaction, cross-regional, inter-basin, upstream and downstream, etc. The key links of
water right transaction include initial right to water clarity, measurement and monitoring conditions, water right
trading rule system, trading platform and institutional guarantee. Under the institutional background of the system
of socialist market economy, the reform of water rights and water rights system development in China possess the
5 characteristic. First, the ownership of water resources is state-owned. Second, the water use right is administra-
tive distribution and priority appropriation right. Third, total water withdrawal control in an administrative area.
Fourth, the administration systems and tradable water rights exist side by side. Fifth, under the leading role of the

government market plays a more and more important role.

Keywords: Water rights trading mode; operating procedure; key links; characteristics of water right
system; water rights reform



