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Problems and Solutions in China’s Rapid Urbanization

Qiu Aijun, Zheng Mingmei, Bai Wei, Xi Wang

(China Center for Urban Development, Beijing 100045)

Abstract: Based on the statistical data and review of relevant researches, this article shows that China is still
in the stage of rapid urbanization. During the rapid urbanization, cities and towns in China faces some problems
and challenges, like incomplete urbanization, lag-behind development of service sector, city diseases and distorted
urban construction. And then the article puts forward that scientific planning is an effective approach to solve these
problems. Further more, the article gives four specific suggestions on how to make a scientific planning, such as
through enhancing institutions and mechanism reform to make plan based on “current population” rather than “hu-
kou” population; through following market economy ideology to make industry plan based on development prior-
ity zone; through improving public participation to establish residents demand oriented urban planning; through
adhering to people-centered principle to build service oriented governance.

Key words: rapid urbanization; incomplete urbanization; urban development problem; planning; public
participation
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