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The major determinants of tissue tropism of H7 subtype avian
influenza A viruses associated with human infections

NIAN QingGong, SUN Wei, JIANG Tao, ZHANG Yu, LI Jing, ZHU QingYu & QIN ChengFeng

Department of Virology, State Key Laboratory of Pathogen and Biosecurity, Beijing Institute of Microbiology and Epidemiology,
Beijing 100071, China

The sudden emerged H7N9 influenza A virus has infected 127 persons including 26 deaths in mainland China by May 1, 2013, posing
a great threat on public health. Human infections with H7 subtype avian virus have been reported worldwide. However, most cases
commonly characterized by conjunctivitis are mild. Currently, human infected with the novel H7N9 virus developed severe lower
respiratory illness that is quite unique from previous H7 subtype viral infections. The pathogenicity and tissue tropism of H7 subtype
avian influenza A viruses are discussed in this manuscript.

H7NO, avian influenza A virus, human infection, tissue tropism
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