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Table 1 Composition of vegetation types in Jiangxi Province
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Analysis and historical comparison of vegetation types in
Jiangxi Province

LIU RenLin, LIU JianFeng & XIE YiFei
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In view of the problems in published literature of vegetation research in Jiangxi, this paper puts forward corresponding treatment
methods to solve these problems chiefly as follows. (i) It is suggested that a type of mixed forest is determined by the difference value
between the importance values of two types of dominant trees mixed and this difference value is only less than or equal to the average
50% of the importance values of these two dominant trees. (ii) The name of a formation of vegetation is determined only by one name
of a species tree, which is called “one name of a species tree principle”, for example “Taxus wallichiana var. mairei coniferous broad-
leaved mixed forest”; and similarly, the name of a formation of evergreen broad-leaved forest, coniferous forest, deciduous broad-
leaved forest coniferous broad-leaved forest mixed is also determined by “one name of a species tree principle”. (iii) It is considered
to be valid that formations of bamboo forest or coniferous woodland are classified as scrub and grass only by the crown density value
of bamboo forest and coniferous woodlands being less than 0.1. (iv) Based on “one name of a species tree principle” and
supplemental survey of the last 10 years, classification system grades of vegetation types in Jiangxi are obtained including numbers of
various grades, for example, types of vegetation comprise 4 vegetation type groups, 13 vegetation types, 22 vegetation subtypes, 249
formations of vegetation that include 218 terrestrial formations. Obviously, the terrestrial formations make up 87.6% of all
formations, and there is no doubt that terrestrial 12 formations play an important role in the land forest ecology system. (V)
Comparison of the early types of vegetation (before 1986) with the later types (after 1986) shows that there was no difference in the
numbers of vegetation type groups and vegetation types, but the number of formations changed significantly, for example, 126
formations appeared after 1986. (vi) A new record of vegetation subtype named “Lakeside-sand dune scrub-grass formation” was
discovered in Jiangxi Province.
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