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The Bargain Between Subjects and Rights Negotiation in the Tourism
Environmental Governance Issue of Erhai in Dali, Yunan Province

Sun Jiuxia', Chen Jing', Huang Xiubo’

(1. School of Tourism Management/Center for Tourism, Leisure and Social Development, Sun Yat-sen University,
Guangzhou 510275, Guangdong, China; 2. School of Geography and Tourism, Guangdong University of
Finance & Economics, Guangzhou 510320, Guangdong, China)

Abstract: The relationships between human and nature, as well as development and environmental protection
have become a major problem in the development of ethnic minority areas. Taking the Erhai Lake environ-
mental governance issue in Dali,Yunan Province as a typical case, based on qualitative methods such as semi-
structured interviews and observation methods, this paper analyzes the bargain between subjects and negoti-
ation of rights in environmental governance of Erhai Lake from the perspective of environmental justice and
power game. This research finds that, environmental governance of Erhai Lake is a process of social gov-
ernance and destination management in the name of the environment, which gradually extends from water en-
vironment governance to comprehensive governance of environment, people’s livelihood and economic up-
grading. Erhaigovernance implies power tension and conflicts of interest. Based on the principles of reason-
ableness, rationality and legality, local residents, tourism operators and local government play power games
and negotiate interests according to the logic of ‘emotion, rationality and law’. Environmental governance in
rural tourism should be carried out within the framework of rural and social governance to take care of people’s
livelihood and development. The theory of environmental justice can be used to explain the phenomenon of en-
vironmental governance and conflicts in rural tourism, and also provides a unique perspective for revealing

conflicts of interest and social issues behind environmental governance.

Key words: environmental governance; environmental justice; rural tourism; power game; Dali Erhai Lake
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