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Perception of vowels and consonants in speech
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Abstract  This paper reviews the recent advances of speech perception research on relative importance of
vowels and consonants in speech utterances. Almost 80 years ago, experiments conducted on meaningless
syllables by a highly respected speech authority indicated that consonant was more important. This
conclusion is widely accepted as common sense during the years after. In mid 1990s, a new experiment on
continuous speech challenged this conclusion and thus incurred a new round of research on this subject. The
main attention is paid to the relative importance of vowels and consonants in speech perception, the
perception of steady-state acoustic cues and the transition cues at the vowel-consonant boundary, and the
potential applications of their related research. The short conclusion and prospect are described.
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