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Abstract: Amphibians undergo a metamorphic developmental process primarily regulated by thyroid hormone
(TH), exhibiting dramatic changes in external morphology and internal tissues and organs and even in the expression
of TH target genes, providing an ideal model for studying and testing thyroid disruptors. Since 2009, the

Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) has successively released three testing guide-
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lines for thyroid disruptors based on amphibians, namely the amphibian metamorphosis assay (AMA, TG 231), the

larval amphibian growth and development assay (LAGDA, TG 241), and the Xenopus eleutheroembryo thyroid assay

(XETA, TG 248). These three assays are currently incorporated into The OECD Conceptual Framework for Testing

and Assessment of Endocrine Disrupting Chemicals for screening and testing thyroid disruptors. Compared to

AMA and LAGDA, which are based on spontaneous metamorphosis, Chinese researchers have developed the

T3-induced Xenopus metamorphosis assay (TiXMA) for screening thyroid disruptors. To promote the understand-

ing and application of these assays, this paper reviews the principles, endpoints, result interpretation, and the current

application status of each assay, preliminarily compares their sensitivity and specificity for thyroid disruptors. It em-

phasized the need to validate these assays through testing more chemicals.

Keywords: thyroid disruptors; amphibian; metamorphic development; assay

N 43 i T+ P W) (endocrine disrupting chemicals,
EDCs) 1) A= 785 11 35 R R AU 2 301 4F ok BR B R} 22 F
SE B RS (R R 0 ok B A7 2 A B T o, B
AT, 28R — F R XUE A(BPA)ZE JLFPEL 1Y EDCs
OB 55 R iR [ R A — L W R RN 5 5]
S 2023 AR 1Y 4 28 bR 2 A 2 (classification,
labeling and packaging, CLP)¥E R N 431451 Ry
— i e IR A RN T 37 08 A i 2R 4 5 A
(I feFE o de bR R E, ik JLE I A |
WA S AR OR ZH Rl U A AT R
ZHN WA i H. EDCs EL #5871 R8T 15 YL di6 A T
S SO — R RS & E R R X
EDCs F9 573 JCBEXT EDCs A9 I 38 A1 3Pk Jr 16 42
HE AR,

HOR B 1 $8 % (thyroid disrupting chemicals,
TDCs) [ P M 3 28 R IR S5 il 3 38—, S22 21
JE KR —25 EDCs,, W5 7R, —28 TDCs W] fg il
13 50 FFBR AR 38 2 (thyroid hormones, THs)RJ U gt F
IR PR 5L 2R (tetraiodothyronine, T4) A1 = fifll H R AR J
% 2 (triiodothyronine, T3)f il A #5128 0 5 H %
YR (TH receptors, TRs) %% & 1M 7= A= HUR R T 0 4E
O SR MERR AL I R A HL, TDCs 1Y
A A AR e R AT 5 5 /D AR ) 3L
WL a2 % . ISR o 22105
—AFEEH TH WERN S LK E S, 8 TDCs 1Y
5 AR A A T — AN FEAR A AR AT ELARCR
TG 20y R )0 2 B i o AR v ) AN IR IR S 2 R A TR
FUARAL A G DU ARG R SR E A A AR
O fERE T S EESEEAT, XS
SRR REARHS TH, B TH 55 TR 254307 2l 1 1
LR RIRTE R ESRA, WRAINEY) T
i ffL Y B 20 2N TH K F-, 50 T4 TH 5 TR

S5 Gk TP S P B e o AR AR R By I [R] | E
JEE—SE A O 1) S 8 A R e o AR b A1 I
YIRURB S RE , Al — & B EE B i
S HA HURIRTIRVE . 2009 4E 24 T G 1E4H 2
(OECD) % i P # 21 ) 2% 75 2 4% (amphibian meta-
morphosis assay, AMA)SF | TG 231% | i Fifi & T
Fr -3 AR-H R B# (hypothalamic-pituitary-thyroid,
HPT)fll BT ZJ5 SR K00 49 30 4 4 4
A K AR B {55 (larval amphibian growth and develop-
ment assay, LAGDA) U TG 241 15 %5 3 it )T G
G H R 055 (Xenopus eleutheroembryo thyroid
assay, XETA)'F: W TG 248" 44k i 5, [T, 36
HRET T3 %S )N AR 2l % (T3-induced
Xenopus metamorphosis assay, TiXMA), 1]}t 3 i ¢
W TH KFm 3T TR 4541 TH 55 T
PR AT AR B TR R AR EE R T H
SVAHR SCHIE A R, Ty 12k ) RO M Ry S 1 5 3
— P

H T, WAL R RE B2 R E AT R A AR R
HPNSEYGAE N Y TDCs oy 3 6 0 247 77 vk . SR, &R
2 it B SR B UE B AR SR 25 A A AE s R BH
R e, Bk, R TSI SR EF R
TDCs M7 AT IR A al sl iy, S 4 sEx5 DL B
JURII 75 125 (%) B 08, AR SCHE X 854S D7 ¥ 1Y
PR L AR AR 2 R A RN L ] BUR #EAT A 41, )
0 HOABE A v I i BRI 1 08 40 0 R e R o S
M B8 T a3 757 o W R A T S A d

1 Pz ¥ Z 21X 58 ( Amphibian metamorphosis
assay )

FZ 18 OECD TG 231 ##ii , AMA {5 D) i & T
P HPT %l TDCs Sy H Y™, N Fe i Fnaie (R4 S
ARWRAY BG4 32 BT Pemd n] fE 350 TH /K
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SRR s FOR IR AR By A7 31 52 0] g B TH /K
TR ECE BRI P AT S AR R AR
#i TH, WA TDCs T3 HPT 53 TH /K- F-FF &k
HIEAL, HIE L ARA B AR LT Bk E
W5 K B AR AR T LA B /R AR A & B R AR
M1 S Bt HPT %) 48 2% 07 6 2 P i
S A Py AR N TR IR s A5 25 4, DK 51 035
AR TR, BB T Ka, Rk e,
Witk (snout to vent length, SVL)FIJ5 % (hindlimb
length, HLL), J:AR$EIE 2 4] W & & B (developmental
stage); Z& % 2 21 d J7, FRk k& UL B4R AR, AR $8 B
YR T W, I 18 iR 600, J5 S e kA T H
RIE S AL 2500, KBRSV brifEfb it
J& B (HLL/SVL) 2 Wi 2 75 52 i A8 35 & 7 145 5+
PEFE RS, XTS5 AR TG 231 51 # W ik 15 1
(1) BB R BFRATCEE W&/ HLL/SVL 1
TR R 2 B R BRSSO 45 51 A bt — A5 AR
MR L 2 RGAr  RB AN RI A (— S U B AL T AN [
1) % B B WA R FUR R T AR, A b i
PR BR A 2 2 A A 5 MR 8L & & B3R (R B BRI RN/
5 HLL/SVL /)N A fig Bl 4 S HAT Bt FOIR AR 76
PEMIS W bR 35, T B 25 6 R IR L S gl 2124 2%
FLEA FIW Z i) 2 A R F e, Bk
HRTE 25 F1 20 402 (132 W 1 £ 35 H R T /28
45 U8 20 LA K | YR A e B A Sk AR T DL
JEUE V0 T RRL SO BT S U 9 0 L R RO A
PEFR bR

HHT AMA {55 CE N5 3 Rrikwisl A
OECD 14 A3 -4 4 00 48, R0 Ak M A 2R v 0T
TEALE S FEP OR300 RN 22 AR W 500 6 PN 3 0 4
AR —E R AR AR BE B S A R
2 AMA 56X} F i TDCs il SR Fn Ry S 1 52
Ff%E, 2019 4F Dang"“'Z5 G 00T T ok F 36 [ FR5E
3 JRI(US EPA)AIT OECD J5 ik B il il i 45 LA 2% 3
FaFFER 3 57 MY AMA 5B | 5t
12 Fofr €6 760 14 FFDR BR 305 1 400 Jo0 (FP 30 IR s | 7R 3 A 4
WANE R AR ER T4 25) 1, HLL/SVL X — 35 R Y
gt R T AW, b TR TH A i B Sk |
TR R A7 S T W T g SRR R X FRUIR iR 2 B2 54 B 5
e bbst HLL/SVL (1452 i 55 W & 5 SR M BR 12 Fh 2 1
%) FFOLR B35 400 T3 A 1 45 R BB v KA 70%
) 5T S 30 HLL/SVL 05 & B W AE 1k, 48 K5 53
WA PR AR PR U= 25 AR Ak, SRR R H

FEAR IS B 43 1T DL 2 5 S 800 S BRI R R
I EFER R ORI T I S B S kB A4
s HERR 2 vk TE M HLL/SVL &k & 3 1Y e 28
SR S AR R ORI T e & 2 ik — 2
W%

NG 30 4 A5 75 K B A 2 BE % 1R, TG
231 X AMA 50 25 5 0 ff B2t 45 8 T TH X
ISR H IR I 286 T bR TH Ak A — S8
AEYESHESS, i, HRTC AR R Ak
R WA RGBS SRR EFY ah ]
R AT ZRAMERES S, HIAOm & & Hr 4
F B 5 AN BE R S R 4 7R 2 15 2 ORI A T
P, 5 A KA R R E AT RE LAl B Y
HRERE R S B IR AR T, SRR E  7E 21 d
(1 AMA 250 o 72 ey | Rpis DA 98125 250 & 3 i AR
BHHEL A S W ] HLL/SVL AE 2 e FFAR B 0
PR T EAR bR B4 SRR T B — 8, R,
TG 231 4519 AMA 030 (9 fif B th 75 2 SR T4
FERR AR A R B 10T (& 8 W42 & F/st HLL/SVL
I RET M RN HUR MR PO, SR R B IEIR (K H
IR AR A/, HLL/SVL W /IN) 75 B 45 45 /8 RE 1y B R
R 2R 2 2K A AL A AR AR A T Rk FECR R
il , #A TR — 2 T

2 WS4 EKFIZ Fid5 ( Larval amphibian
growth and development assay )

24k 2009 4F TG 231 % A5 ,2015 4F OECD Xk
i 7T LAGDA i3 5 0 TG 241", LAGDA
SR BN IR S Y IR B K
B ERU ARG K E A R, af T
TEAL AT B8 A EDCs, £ OECD f P4 43 3 1 3t 4 3k
FPPAGHE S AE L iz 0 R B A 4 9005 ™
DA A EDCs AN RO J7 T 808 , 3 K MERCR
i E RN S SN A EE /vy AN A o P S IEK 13
FELAARUTCRE R il 50 A= 0, DA 8 ~ 10 IR iR T 4 2%
F& AR, 2 62 Wimf KA A<  SVL A i L
KeB3k 62 A I E) AR R 215454 ) J5 T 2 4>
Bhs T 4R HUIRBR THUE TEGR 1) Z IR gk S 2
% 10 JA], o AR 50 LRI M) e AU L DA K
JiR AR BEAE JHE RN B Y 2H S g5 4 g Ak R
G it 375 v BR B AR 1 UK M L R RN AR B
U L\ 5 S5 M A BP B ER 1 KF HT T BB A 5l 2
S8 BIAS REZI 85346 75 Mk DR FRE V3R AR O
TN T
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PG AR TG 241 MAR AT T 5 B 5 UE Y
fb2= ) o FN 2 5 56 4F 19 52 56 = FRAR A B, Jr LA
TG 241 A RF B 78 43 Ja 75 20 J7 e AT PRAl
JUE BB B % LAGDA A & iR il EDCs (£ 4
TDCs)H)—AI7iE" (B HRKEE , H 5% LAGDA L
FAMBHRARIA 50 A R, 5, Dang" 5t A7 R (%%
PixXt LAGDA Fil AMA #47 Ll A FE K TDCs
J7 1 LAGDA A AMA B AU, S2br b AR
56 R KM 5, LAGDA R METE SZ86 28 [a)#E)

3 JTCEEE B0 BE B R 4K BR i 36 ( Xenopus eleuthero-
embryonic thyroid assay)

FLF TN 1R B R IR B XETA 27 [ Demeneix
SEHG E FF & —Fh i &5 TDCs Y 5 i45,2019 45
OECD #fiiX —J5 ¥k & A il 56 5 W TG 248", Z
HELIRE ZE 45 W R th/ bzip-eGFP AR JTCkE
WERG AR, th/bzip J2: TH RSEEE R, HoA 37 T #
TH s BA TH WYY TR /805 , ATizs
S FIRGEA LR 1 (GFP), FH I AT AR 4 2 75 B TR
GFP FikHIWrZ i) 2 B HA TH &k 5150 75 A
TH fA7ER, AT AR 32 1A% /& 15 52 0 TH 5519 GFP
13k F W 32 1) ot 7 EA TR IR TP e e
¥ TH 5 TR 454 . TH R AGE 12 2 3035 19 T
PR T BeA 1 5 5 8 Y A0S A Y (E R R i
—HsF S A FEIR B 1 A B4 5 i TH B RE ), 00 v
ANEER ) HPT Rl H2E TH S 1 THEE 1),
RAZAR G 32 W) 2 B 1E 6 FLAR h kAT, 255 A
A 72 h, T H R 2¢O b iU Be X 9 S5 B i
s, T LA W A A PRAEE A S, I —
JEE 1 AT LS S A 3 FH T K R A 2 ) o
1T TDCs Hyfiifx .

FIH XETA i3 Demeneix 5555 5 X} £ ffb 2%
YA T, M1 &P 1 ~ 10 pmol -L™" BPA
ALl 5 nmol- L™ T3 5519 GFP £ ik, £ H
TH {55 M5 HEN . AHUHE, 1 pumol - L™ PR AL
A(TBBPAYWL KB TH {55 B BT/ AT, i B Ik
JERY) TBBPA WA AR Y, 2 J5 X — 7 ik
i AF Z2 30 K oA G 15 b TS G 4 i HOIR IR T 40
T, KA 11 Fi53ersem T T3 75519 GFP (1)
FIAACE  Hrh =54 AR IR (-2 30 )
fig NEAR 44 -“H R A BRI 153
IR R 4 TR A R LR R HE T3 5
) GFP HyFIA , i A R AN AT @ AL B I T3 5% 11
GFP MR ik, 17 4 A R 22 30 XL () 7] -0 N, i

BPA | R HIJ-3 SF 2K —H R — T R A1 2-Z8 B I A1
BRI A LR 5 S B R R A R
Ha 7 B A0 W DL R B PR BT KRR B B A AT 5
GFP A B Ay F AP X BUHIF 5% ol i A 50
GFP Kk ¥y Jii #IA 22 A TDCs, & A % JE & & 17
TEMRBAME R B, SEPr I, rTREA L9 X TH 4
LD GFP 235 1 52 2 B T PR R T 5C 1Y) 38 2
[ T30, DA R s sE o ), e 2 —Rh 2 0
AL A0 )RR B R AR R 2R BE M 0 W Y A
XETA 356 5 U822 21 (1 X GFP 3235 19 5% A 1] #g
ST BB R T 3, AN — o 2 HOR IR G
FIBLT, PRI, X XETA 3056 45 5L 10 fig A 75 22
ZIWIBIE

4 T3 FSMiET AKX ( T3-induced Xenopus
metamorphosis assay )

AR 25 3 ) R s T Bk AR YRR T3 5 T PR AT AR
A, ZRIUN e BRI R WA Sk 350 1 i i 28 45 A1
B, RIS Al LA S H R 45 4 PR &
A, EREE TH $UE R RGN W3 B, S HUIR R
T 5 T3 FAE R, o] G306l 20 (2 2k T3 5%
AEZS, Ishihara SFPHGHE , Z@IORFEL T3 50
53/54 AR TCEIRHISL AR 25 % & LA K i TH 0L A
Ik, S HUIR BRI/ . Heimeier 55%7 & 3R,
100 nmol- L™ F1 10 wmol - L™" BPA F54/ 2 nmol - L™
T3 75 1Y 54 SR sl AR 25 2 00 A IR R 400+ 51)
TBBPA X T3 if5 AR A A 52 M 75 38 2 B8 th 0
FRIEP ) AE K SE B g ) S b, TR E S = v
52 JIHRILIE o R MR SY T3 5 S AR A A A A
N D% Z2 RIS ] 2800 R, R T TIXMAM %0y
A 52 91 A Y TC i W8 s A b4 kL, B Bl E
1 nmol-L™" T3 L322 iKY ;1 d 5 ALV
FHT TH SRR RB KR4 d 5, FREik
[t I T o AT RIS T 282 2 AL G S AR T AR W) B
[ TN [ SN =i L7/ B N SR S T
DI FHFHUR IR SUA R A, Sl o B iR i i FE
RN, EAEHE 1 nmol - L™ T3 X WRH AR 25 Y155
SAEH R E Z Y M R R R B HA —E W
YRR JEM A BT AE T3 AEAERISRIE T 3230 2 A
il T3 AR Xf HR 2 R sk A 2 R i 5 2 R i
R AR A A A B AR, 1 nmol - L' T3 5%
RHISHA T T B A AR 2l AR | A0 R il A 45805 an SR
W5 21 52 1) B % B A BT R 82 280 A
W@ szm S T3 Mg ag i, Bl B dl T3 7550
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AR AR 2 HAT HOR A 4 5 oAt 25
PR HAR PR T IS EATR A o i AR BRI i
ML, AT 3 —25 38 2k e DU B b TH 3858 PR A9 2 55 N
HUR IR S22 G5 BT 2 1A R B 5 TR 45 G 5
TE HPT SH(TH A 50255 7= A HOR BRI HIE R . %
TR F2 BT X FCR B i A T, 2 5 ] 4G H FF R
PSR T 2 — T

FIFH TIXMA 7k, ol A %0k TH A s il )
PR TR £ | R s 1 B AR B 4 VR P, Zhou
ARSI ARBRIEAE 125 mg- L™ Mk T 8l 2
FEIRHIRL 4 d, PR BT B AR R A VIR IR 4L
SERIERE AT T (H L AE T3 /746 F,5 mg- L™ H 5%
WK B ] B S A0 ] T3 o5 0 T S A A8 A Y AR
b, HLBE BEXE N (25 125 mg- L™ )R E W] &[]
F,500 mg- L' = SR AR EE 4 d XIS A BT i R
2R bR AR IR 4 S 25 R ER I A s i), (2 A
T3 A5 S F Al A 100 mg- L7 H % 20 mg- L' %
BEREWIEER, X—258 8K, 4 d Y T3
WA, TH G B9 9 HOIR B4 461 4 1
RZED R Wil B T3 5 AR SN TH 4
AR AR . BR TH A M HIFI4h, TIXMA
W] A7 Bk I e F TBBPA  BPA 45 — 26 B 401 11
TR FEHUH 1 R R HI/E . 40 Wang 5P 42 16
10 nmol-L™" TBBPA R AT T3 75 T 4 i ds} 2 A~
TEA A48 b 0 20 A2, I HL i TBBPA ¥ J (100,500
nmol - L™ F+ = #0 il 4 F S BH & . BPA Al BPF
FlE A A T3 RN ESEE, RIUHF R
PHIE R S AT Y & L, — L S5 1 1 opf
TR 2% 2% A R U W B AR b I ) T3 5 R R
(KRB B, (03X — 8500 2 75 R 51 -5 IR R
FHAI KA T E G — B 9T, B2, WHATHFSE
K, TIXMA AT UM A ) — 2L 241 TDCs (19 H AR
BRTIAE R, (HREME T3 B RSN 2T —
S HA TDCs METED TiIXMA 9455 S e 1% o) S5 5
B

5 B4 #i112 (Summary and discussion)

JAE PRI B ) A8 78 % B A A A58 AT ik
ARBRTHEAE A 0 RGBT (B SRR E , it
J& OECD MyJL/MH5ifEJr 5 AMA (LAGDA Fi XETA
W T F L= LR TIXMA , H N A #E R A
BR, BT 1k A R R R S MR T 2 — 208
AT H RTACA B — S5 s | a0 X 28 07 g ik AT
L

1E Zhou ZEP iy TiXMA 56, KL 4 d %
EEALH AE T3 AFAENS 0L T Al AG 5 mg - L7 I BBk
DA P FF SER: 410 S0 3 e, R PRl P 0 IR s B A A
125 mg - L™ A3 BT oA F 30 1 FFODR By il 9 44
X—Z5 R R T3 iSRS A RSN TH & 5%
T T RURR B TR 430G T R S s P B A
W Xof [ AR JTC e A8 25 52 ) 1 SC IR B0 s> (1
1), RAEARRTRAR AR T AR R gtk 4 d B
AR AR = A B S A AR S I VE . 4 Coady
EPIRIE  7E AMA K55 4 mg- L™ I S bk 52 57
7 d A A ARSMEIER, K E 21 d AR
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Fig. 1 Concentrations and time for methimazole (MMI)
and propylthiouracil (PTU) to inhibit spontaneous

or T3-induced metamorphosis in Xenopus laevis
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