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Qian Xuesen and the Initiation of China’s
Astronautic Engineering

— Case Studies of Sounding Rocket Engineering and
Dongfanghong-1 Satellite Engineering

Li Yili
(Beijing Institute of Space Machine and Electricity, Beijing 100076)

Abstract:This paper investigates about the initiation of China’s astronautic engineering. Qian Xuesen
contributes greatly to Chinese astronautic engineering, but this paper only focuses on the development of
sounding rocket engineering and Dongfanghong-1 satellite engineering, and attaches great importance to the
development of T-7M and T-7 sounding rocket and Changzheng-1 launch vehicle. The purpose of this paper
is to reveal the historic contribution and influence of Qian Xuesen and his astronautic teams to the initiation
of China’s astronautic engineering. It also provides the readers with the detail documents about Chinese
sounding rocket and Changzheng-1 launch vehicle. Lastly, several enlightenments are given in this paper.
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