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Table 1 Statistics of cities since 1949
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DESIGNATION OF NEW CITIES IN CHINA

Gu Chaolin  Qiu Youliang Ye Shunzan
(Institute of Geography, the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101)
ABSTRACT

The opening of the economy in China during the last 15 years have contributed to the rapid urban develop-

ment. It is worth to notify three new evolution trends of Chinese urban system. The first trend identifies the e

mergence of mega urban regions. The second trend & to rebuild a closer tie between the Chinese urban system and

the global urban system through the development of the world ( global) cities and international cities. The third

trend shows the fast polarizxed development in hinterlands and peripheries around advanced economic regions.

However, the research literatures on Chinese urbanization in English have shown the scarcity of good databanks

and the analyss results are incomplete. Some researchers always doubted the quality of the data. This paper, us-

ing the most complet e and most recent data, review ed the designation of new cities in China since 1949. Thk pa

per also sought to examine the various policies and to explore the underlying factors that affected the designation

of new cities.
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