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Comparison of morphological characteristics for 9 species of wild Taraxacum
plants in Jilin province
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University, Yanji 133002, Jilin, China; 2. Agricultural College of Yanbian University, Yanji 133002, Jilin, China)

Abstract: The plants of the genus Taraxacum are perennial herbs of the Compositae, and whole plant has white
milk juice, which have the functions of heat-clearing, detoxifying, dispersing and diuresis. Therefore, it has high medici-
nal value. The comparative study of 9 species of wild Taraxracum plants in Jilin province was conducted through field in-
vestigation and plant specimens, and freehand sketching plants and making plant key for 9 Taraxacum plants according to
interspecific morphological differences. The results showed that it can be distinguished from Taraxacum leucanthum and
T. wariegatum according to the flower color and foliage spots; the outer layer of bracts from T. borealisinense and T.
mongolicum can be distinguished. T. junpeianum, T. ohwianum, T. heterolepis and T. asiaticum can be distinguished
by shape of outer phyllary. Among them we can find three endemic plants of China, they are T. heterolepis, T. wvariega-
tum and T. junpeianum.
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Table 1 Information of 9 species of wild Taraxacum in Jilin province
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Note:' named by the Flora Reipubicae Popularis Sinicae; * named by the Flora of Northeast China and Inner Mongolia
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Fig.1 Freehand sketch of 9 species of wild Taraxacum plants in Jilin province
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Table 2 Comparison of morphological characteristics for wild Taraxacumin Jilin province
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