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A STUDY OF THE GIANT WILD SILK-WORM
IN NORTH FUKIEN

Lin Prasiv CwieN T’ 1NG-YU

(Fukien Agricultural College) (Kz'en—_:}ang Agricultural School)

The giant wild silk-worm, A#acus atlas (Linn.), is one of the largest moths
in the world. It is the most-injurious pest of the tallow.tree, Sapium sebiferum
Roxb.. In the years 1941, 1944, 1953 and 1945, this insect was particularly abundant
and destructive in North Fukien, such as Yung-an and Kien-yang districts,

Every year, this insect has two generations in North Fukien. It winters as
pupa on its host plants. The larvae feed on the leaves of the tallow tree and
the new shoots as well, and thereby check the growth and development of the
tree seriously. These injuries are especially conspicuous among nursery stock
and young trees. Besides the tallow tree, the larvae also feed on the leaves of
the willow tree, camphor tree, siris tree, etc.. Among these hosts, thé injury is
severest to the tallow tree.

The writers made a study on the life history of this insect. Preliminary
experiments on control measures are also mentioned. Hand-picking, or spraying
with 666, DDT or arsenates gives very good results for control.








