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Geographic Characteristics of Child Trafficking Crime in China

Li Gang, Tan Ran, Wang Huijuan, Yan Xiang, Shao Yan

(College of Urban and Environmental Sciences, Northwest University/Institute of Earth Surface System
and Hazards, Northwest University, Xi’ an 710127, Shaanxi, China)

Abstract: Based on over ten thousand pieces of relative-seeking data from a certain online public platform, the
basic laws of crime activities of trafficking in children in China during 1980-2015 were examined through a va-
riety of analytical methods like GIS and SPSS from the perspective of geography of crime. It was found that:
1) The main purpose of trafficking is for forced adoption, and the total trafficking amount of the male is more
than that of the female. High trafficking frequency occurred at low ages. The female were trafficked more at ad-
olescence stages while boys were trafficked more at baby, infant and children stages. It can be divided into
four trafficking types: “family control type”, “adoption tricking type”, “integrated transition type” and
“pre-adult labor type”. 2) The amount of crime since 1980 presented a “Pour Spoon” pattern of fluctuations
and reached the peak stage during 1989-1998. The crime was significantly affected by the strike policy and
population policy with a “seesaw” type of response. Compared to promulgation of legal foul, a direct blow
from the public security department was still the most effective way to curb. 3) The number of monthly chang-
es in criminal cases showed two-inverted “U” pattern, with two peak stages from May to August and from Oc-
tober to January. Seasonal variation was not obvious. The crime occurred more frequently during the winter
half-year (summer and autumn) than the winter half-year (winter and spring), which indicated temperatures
could promote the occurrence of the crime. 4) The crime presented “centralized supply/trafficking-out from the
west while decentralized demand/trafficking-in to the east” features: the core area of supply concentrated in Si-
chuan and Guizhou of Southwest China while the core area of demand concentrated in Fujian, Guangdong,
Shandong and Henan. The whole migration pattern of “trafficking from the west to the east” had a linkage to
the “push-pull” mechanism resulting from the regional economic difference between eastern and western ar-
eas. 5) The crime presented the main “field-flow” features of the spatial pattern as “three-area and two-route”
and the two crime flows were formed between the three crime areas with certain driving effect: the south route’
s flow was from Yunnan, Guizhou and Sichuan to Fujian with a certain collateral flow in Guangxi, and the
north route’ s flow was from Yunnan, Guizhou and Sichuan to Shandong, Henan and Hebei with a certain col-
lateral flow in Shaanxi. 6) With the time went on, the spatial concentration degree of the crime of trafficking in
children presented a descending trend. Gradually in future, the crime was sure to be developed from a regional
crime to a national crime, and “Hollow Village” and “Urban Village” would be the potential high-risk areas,
which would be a big challenge for future prevention and control. Several research prospects from the perspec-

tives of data, contents, theories, methods and comparison are figured out.

Keywords: child trafficking; spatial and temporal characteristics; geography of crime; China



