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Table 1 Index system and weight of each index for comprehensive measure of tourism development quality
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Fig.1 Assessment of tourism development quality across provinces of China in 2010
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Fig.5 Scatterplot based on tourism development speed and coordinated development degree
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Characteristics and Spatial Difference of Provincial
Tourism Development Quality in China

ZHANG Ai-ping"?, ZHONG Lin-sheng', XU Yong', ZHOU Bin’

(1.Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101, China;
2.University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China; 3. Liberal Art College,
Ningbo University, Ningbo, Zhejiang 315211, China)

Abstract: Tourism development quality is an important strategic issue of tourism development, and it is also
the key to accelerate healthy and sustainable development of tourism industry in China. For a long time, tour-
ism development quality level is not high due to one-sided pursuit of development speed and scale for tourism
industry in China. It is urgent to study this scientific proposition in order to ensure the coordinated develop-
ment between tourism quality and tourism quantity. Based on the connotation of tourism development quality,
this article proposes that the evaluation index system of tourism development quality, which is composed of 5
categories of indexes (quality of tourism products, quality of tourism service, quality of tourism facilities, qual-
ity of tourism market and quality of tourism environment) and 31 detailed indexes. In order to measure the co-
ordination between tourism development quality and quantity, this article also establishes the coordinated de-
velopment degree model. According to provincial cross section data in 2010, the index of tourism development
quality was calculated, and coordination of tourism development quality and quantity was measured, then each
provincial tourism development situation was analyzed. The major conclusions of this article are as follows.
Firstly, Chinese overall level of tourism development quality is rather low, and spatial difference is obvious.
Provincial tourism development quality reduces from the Eastern China to Central China, and from Central
China to Western China. The tourism quality of Chinese provinces can be divided into four types, which are
high quality type, high-intermediate quality type, intermediate-low quality type and low quality type. Secondly,
from the aspect of correlation between tourism development quality and other economic indicators, tourism
economic development level could not reflect the quality of tourism development, and there is also no corre-
sponding relationship between tourism economic scale and tourism development quality. One-sided pursuit of
quantity indicators such as tourism development scale is not recommended. These tourism economic indicators
should be downplayed in the future, and multi-dimensional indicators such as tourist satisfaction index, tour-
ism environment quality index, level of convenience for people and the degree of standardization should be at-
tached more importance. In addition, from the aspect of coordination between tourism quality and quantity, the
overall level of Chinese tourism development coordination is on the low side. According to it, 31 provinces in
China can be divided into four types, which are good coordination, moderate coordination, reluctant coordina-
tion and maladjustment. Finally, this article focused on the tourism development speed. The result shows that
tourism development speeds in good coordinate development provinces are commonly at low level. Based on
locally weighted regression and smoothly scatterplots, this article finds that tourism development speed pres-
ents a significant pullback trend on the whole with the improvement of coordinated development degree, and

the possible factors of the pullback trend are discussed.

Key words: tourism development quality; tourism development scale; coordinated development degree; China



