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THE CONTROL OF SUBTERRANEAN TERMITES

BUREAU oF F'mNANCE AND TAX, REVOLUTIONARY COMMITTEE OF TEH-CHING

CounTY, CHERIANG PROVINCE

Subterranean termites cause damages to embankments and dams of water reservoirs
and are destructive to forests and crops in Teh-ching County. The black-winged termite
(Odoniotermites formosanus Shiraki) and the yellow-winged termite (Macrofermes
barney: Light) are two unportant species which cause more troubles than other species
in our district.

Detection of the presence of the subterranean termites in a locality requires much
labour and thus has to rely principally upon the efforts of the masses. In order to
locate the termitaria and the main galleries of the termites attention must be paid to
the behaviours of different castes which may manifest in the minute alterations on
the ground. The control of termites in the dams must be carried out by mass move-,
ments with emphasis on ‘“early inspection”, “early prevention” and ‘“‘early eradieca-
tion”.

According to our experience the effective control measures may be listed as fol-
lows:

1. Earth treatment—In the course of dam construction the earth of the topmost
stratum is sprayed with water dilution of 50% echlordane (1:100) and layered to a
depth of 0.5 to 1.0 meter at the rate of 10 kg of the solution per cubic meter of
earth.

2. Fumigation—Acetylene and DDVP solution (calcmm carbid 0.5 kg, 0.5%
DDVP 1 kg) are injected into the main galleries.

3. Stuffing with poisonous mud—After a shallow chamber of fungus combs in
the soil has been located, a large quantity of fine soft mud in water containing
chlordane and benzene hexachloride is pumped with sufficient pressure into the soil
cavity until the nest chamber and galleries are completely filled with the mud.

4. Killing with allurements—Termites from colonies in the forests of hills or on
the dams of water reservoirs may be trapped by setting alluring pits filled with or
piles heaped with wooden blocks or sticks of pine branches or sugarcane stems. About
20 days after setting the allurements examination is made; and if termites are pre-
sent therein Mirex dust is quickly blown into the traps with a hand duster. The
pine blocks or sticks are covered with earth again after dusting is completed. The
prolonged toxie effeet of the insecticide kills the termites within several weeks through
mutual contamination within the colony. ‘





