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Abstract: The context of exhibition narrative refers to temporal domains and spatial fields that affect
dialogues and exchanges between the curator and the audience including: time, space, social background
and cultural background. It is the prerequisite for narrative exhibitions to reach their goals. Since appropriate
narrative contexts reduce the psychological distance and the knowledge gap between the audience and the
museum, they not only provide better experience as a whole, but also satisfy different needs of the audience.
In this paper, theories of narratology and rhetoric are adopted and the perspective of exhibition narrative is
assumed to analyze constituents of which the context of exhibition narrative is composed, to discuss methods
by which proper contexts of narrative exhibitions are created, and to demonstrate opportunities in which tacit
exchanges are enabled in shared, proper contexts between the museum and the audience with different life
experiences, knowledge structures, cognitive levels and cultural backgrounds, with the aim to helping the
audience acquire unexpected and unforgettable experience from such a narrative exhibition so as to enforce

associations of their self-awareness.
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