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Abstract: The transformation rule of two kinds of traditional aluminum coagulants in simulated water including
aluminum sulfate and aluminum chloride, and two kinds of polymeric aluminum chloride (PAC) flocculants in
coagulation process and also the influences of turbidity and dissolved organic carbon (DOC) in raw water on the form
distribution of residual aluminum were studied. In the system of low turbidity, addition of Al-based coagulants was the
main cause leading to increase of residual aluminum in effluent water, while in the system of high turbidity, the Al-based
coagulants, especially polymeric aluminum, possessed definite function to remove aluminum. In the coagulation and
sedimentation processes, the total residual aluminum amount of traditional aluminum coagulants was higher obviously
than that of polymeric aluminum coagulants. All the residual aluminum of polymeric aluminum was suspended aluminum.
There existed also colloidal aluminum and soluble aluminum in the residual aluminum of traditional coagulants. The
contents of colloidal aluminum and soluble aluminum in residual aluminum could be enhanced by the increate of turbidity
and the concentration of DOC of raw water.
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Table I Al-based coagulants used in the experiment
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Table 2 Character of coagulation systems
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Fig.1 Procedure for analyzing aluminum species and

relationship between aluminum species
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Fig.2 Turbidity removal of Al-based coagulants in different coagulation system
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Fig.3 Total residual aluminum of Al-based coagulants in different coagulation system
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Table 3  Species distribution of residual aluminum in low-turbidity coagulation system
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Table 4 Species distribution of residual aluminum in high-turbidity coagulation system
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