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Genetic Characteristics of Lithium Ores and Its Influence on Mineral Beneficiation
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Abstract: Lithium is a critical strategic energy metal, and lithium deposits mainly include five types:
brine type, pegmatite type, granite type, cryptoexplosive breccia type and clay type. For the latter four
solid mineral types of deposits, their ore genetic properties are significantly different due to different
mineralization conditions and ore forming processes. Pegmatite type lithium deposits feature high grade of
Li,O, and the lithium minerals mainly are spodumene, petalite, montebrasite and lepidolite. Granite type
lithium deposits generally have low grade of Li,O and large deposit scale, and the lithium minerals mainly
include trilithionite, zinnwaldite, and lepidolite. The Li, O grade of the cryptoexplosive breccia type lithium
deposits is relatively high, and the lithium bearing mineral in such deposits is mainly lepidolite. In the clay
type lithium deposits, lithium usually forms independent lithium minerals such as cookeite and jadarite,
lithium might occur in adsorption and isomorphism states in clay minerals such as kaolintie, illite,
montmorillonite and diaspore as well. The recovery and utilization of lithium in the lithium ores is closely
related to the occurrence state of lithium. Granite type and clay type lithium deposits are widely distributed
in China. With the development of lithium extraction techniques, these two types of lithium resources have
promising prospects for further development and utilization.
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Table 1 EPMA compositions of spodumene /%
5 SiO; Al, O3 MnO FeO Rb,O Cs2 O Li,O* Total
1 63. 83 27. 43 0.16 0.02 0.02 8.00 99. 16
2 64. 30 27. 61 0. 04 — — — 7. 89 99. 84
3 64. 04 27. 40 0.01 0. 22 — — 8. 06 99. 73
1 64. 58 27. 28 0.02 0. 30 — 0.02 7.93 100. 13
5 64. 41 27. 58 0.04 8. 04 100. 07
6 64.03 27.24 0.05 0. 58 — 0.01 7.93 99. 84
7 64. 19 27. 54 0.04 — — — 8. 04 99. 81
8 64. 20 27. 06 0.04 0. 61 0.01 8.03 99. 95
9 64. 54 27. 57 — 0.07 0. 04 — 7.97 100. 19
10 64. 57 27. 69 0.08 0.25 — 0.01 7.96 100. 56
11 64. 22 27. 64 0.05 — — — 8.00 99. 91
12 63. 71 27. 37 0.10 0.13 0.01 7.97 99. 29
13 64. 26 27. 43 0. 04 0.05 0.01 — 8.03 99. 82
14 64. 18 27. 63 0. 06 0. 04 — — 8.03 99. 94
15 64. 34 27. 37 0.03 0.18 — — 7.94 99. 86
16 63. 90 27.72 0.04 0.01 0.01 7.91 99. 59
17 63. 98 27. 63 0.02 0.08 — 0.01 8.03 99. 75
18 64. 22 27. 51 0.03 0.11 — — 7.85 99. 72
19 63. 89 27.53 — 0.12 — — 8.07 99. 61
20 64. 33 27. 48 0.11 0.25 0.01 — 7.95 100. 13
21 64. 49 26. 78 0.05 0.17 0. 09 — 7.95 99. 53
22 64. 05 27. 49 0.03 0.09 — — 8. 06 99. 72
23 64. 15 27. 43 0.04 0.17 0.01 7.99 99.79
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Table 2 EPMA compositions of montebrasite /%
T 5 P, 05 Al Oy CaO F TiO, Li, O~ H,O~ Total
1 50. 19 34.28 0.02 1. 29 0.05 10. 87 4.93 101. 64
2 49. 96 34.38 0.02 2. 82 0. 06 10. 75 4.45 102. 43
3 49. 69 34.58 0.01 1.23 0.10 10.58 4.97 101. 17
4 50. 19 32.99 0.02 1. 88 0.03 11.25 5. 14 101. 49
5 49. 93 34.06 0.03 1. 30 0. 06 10. 82 5.05 101. 25
6 50. 79 34.12 0.01 1.92 0.08 11.17 4.65 102. 73
7 49. 98 34.03 0.02 2.09 0.03 10. 86 4.79 101. 79
8 50. 52 33.59 0.01 2. 28 0. 06 11.21 4.75 102. 42
9 50. 89 33.95 0.03 1. 60 0.08 11. 26 4.79 102. 58
10 49.71 34.15 0.02 3.43 0. 04 10. 71 4.37 102. 44
11 49.78 34.16 0.01 3. 30 — 10. 74 4. 40 102. 39
12 50. 28 34.17 0.02 0.13 0.01 10. 94 5. 34 100. 89
13 49. 72 33.46 0.03 1.76 0.05 10. 92 5.13 101. 07
14 49.91 34.13 0.02 1.81 0.03 10. 80 4.87 101. 57
15 49. 97 34.15 0.03 3.63 0.07 10. 81 4.25 102. 91
16 49.73 34.35 0.01 0.72 0.08 10. 66 5. 20 100. 75
17 49. 55 33.57 0.02 3.00 0.10 10. 81 4.73 101.78
18 49.72 33.91 0.02 3.41 0. 04 10. 78 4.45 102. 33
19 50. 84 33.77 0.03 1.27 0. 09 11.29 4.96 102. 25
20 49. 49 33.68 0.03 1.33 0. 04 10.75 5.25 100. 57
21 49. 62 33.79 0.01 3. 20 0.01 10.78 4.58 101. 99
22 49. 55 33.74 0.03 2. 89 0. 06 10. 76 4.71 101. 74
23 49. 87 33.38 0.03 2. 20 0.08 11. 00 4.98 101. 54
24 49. 49 34.13 0.03 2. 42 0.01 10. 62 4.76 101. 45
*3 EEKARFRIBNSOWER
Table 3 EPMA compositions of petalite /%
5 SiO, Al, O3 MnQO FeO Li,O* Total
1 77.95 16. 71 — 0.03 4.84 99.53
2 77.29 16. 71 — — 4. 80 98. 80
3 78. 11 16. 63 0.03 4. 86 99. 63
4 78.53 16. 65 0.03 0.01 4.88 100. 10
5 77.32 16. 52 0.01 0.01 4.81 98. 67
6 77.05 16.53 — — 4.79 98. 37
7 77.70 16. 65 — — 4.83 99.18
8 77. 84 16. 69 0.03 0.02 4.84 99. 42
9 77.97 16. 70 — — 4. 85 99. 52
10 76. 68 16. 50 0.01 — 4.77 97. 96
11 77.15 16. 62 0.02 4. 80 98. 59
12 77. 64 16. 49 — 0.01 4.83 98. 97
13 77. 83 16. 59 — 0.01 4.84 99. 27
14 77.71 16. 67 — — 4.83 99. 21
15 76.95 16. 68 0.01 0.01 4.78 98. 43
16 77. 60 16. 67 0.03 4.82 99. 12
17 78.16 16. 68 — — 4. 86 99. 70
18 77.62 16.57 — 0.01 4.82 99. 02
19 77.28 16.53 — — 4. 80 98. 61
20 78.12 16.77 — — 4.86 99.75
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Table 4 EPMA compositions of lepidolite /%
5 Si0;  ALO;  TiO, FeO MnO MgO Na,O K,;O Rb;O Cs;O ZnO F Li;O* H;O" O=F Total
1 48.58 24.27 0.03 2.15 0.14 0.41 0.13 9.26 2.10 1.02  —  5.87 4.39 1.53 —2.47 97.41
2 49.60 25.40 —  0.33 0.38 —  0.19 9.89 2.11 0.29 0.05 6.74 468 1.21 —2.84 98.04
3 50.20 22.64 0.03 2.43 0.15 0.55 0.10 9.27 2.26 1.0l  —  6.67 485 1.20 —2.81 98.54
4 49.35 23.96 0.06 1.91 0.22 0.16 0.23 9.30 2.18 0.64 0.09 6.76 4.61 1.14 —2.85 97.76
5 49.41 23.61 —  1.75 0.27 0.10 0.15 9.03 2.37 1.27  —  6.76 4.63 1.12 —2.85 97.62
6 49.14 26.22 0.02 1.47 0.14 0.13 0.25 9.61 2.00 0.33 — 550 455 1.8 —2.31 98.86
7 49.57 23.23 0.02 1.67 0.31 0.15 0.17 9.40 2.02 1.00 0.06 7.36 4.68 0.83 —3.10 97.36
8§  48.54 26.33 0.31  0.36 0.23 9.40 2.18 0.72 0.04 6.12 4.38 1.46 —2.58 97.49
9  49.14 26.22 0.02 1.47 0.14 0.13 0.25 9.61 2.00 0.33 — 550 4.55 1.82 —2.31 98.86
10 50.20 22.64 0.03 2.43 0.15 0.55 0.10 9.27 2.26 1.0l  —  6.67 485 1.20 —2.81 98.54
11 49.14 26.22 0.02 1.47 0.14 0.13 0.25 9.61 2.00 0.33 — 550 4.55 1.82 —2.31 98.86
12 48.36 27.73 0.02 0.27  0.28 0.18 9.65 1.8 0.63 0.02 5.25 4.33 1.93 —2.21 98.27
13 49.60 25.40 —  0.33 0.38 —  0.19 9.89 211 0.29 0.05 6.74 4.68 1.21 —2.84 98.04
14 49.69 24.84 —  0.36  0.34 0.0l 0.17 9.60 2.21 0.8 0.08 7.30 471 0.91 —3.08 97.99
15  48.80 27.05 0.35  0.39 0.26  9.73 2.17 0.29 0.03 6.49 4.45 1.35 —2.73 98.63
16 49.60 25.40 —  0.33 0.38 —  0.19 9.89 211 0.29 0.05 6.74 4.68 1.21 —2.84 98.04
17 49.69 24.84 —  0.36  0.34 0.0l 0.17 9.60 2.21 0.8 0.08 7.30 471 0.91 —3.08 97.99
18 49.35 23.96 0.06 1.91 0.22 0.16 0.23 9.30 2.18 0.64 0.09 6.76 4.61 1.14 —2.85 97.76
19 49.02 25.34 0.39  0.44 0.0l 0.16 9.43 2.30 1.0l 0.0l 7.12 452 0.98 —3.00 97.71
20 48.43 27.92  —  0.27 0.29 — 0.21 9.91 193 0.27 — 531 4.35 1.92 —2.23 98.56
21 48.37 27.33 0.02 0.30 0.31  —  0.24 9.8 2.17 0.28 0.02 5.85 4.33 1.63 —2.46 98.25
22 48.64 27.48 0.02 0.24 0.26 —  0.24 9.90 1.95 0.29 0.09 5.65 4.41 175 —2.38 98.53
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Table 5 EPMA compositions of trilithionite /%
FH S0, AlLO;  TiO,  FeO MnO MgO Na,O K;O Rb,O Cs;O  ZnO F  Li,O* H,0* O=F  Total
1 46.16 31.47 0.09 3.48 0.41 0.02 0.65 10.09 0.49 0.12 2.38 1.24 3.27 —1.00 98.86
2 45.15 31.28 0.09 3.75 0.43 0.02 0.65 9.8 0.56 0.04 0.11 3.07 1.74 2.90 —1.29 98.35
3 46.38 28.88 0.02 4.38 0.58 0.0l 0.36 10.04 0.94 0.08 0.06 3.45 2.03 2.70 —1.45 98.45
4 45.46 31.44 0.04 3.63 0.44 0.0l 0.62 10.06 0.59 0.03 0.03 2.81 1.55 3.04 —1.18 98.56
5 44.33 32.85 0.04 2.68 0.35 0.66 9.99 0.49 0.02 0.13 221 1.13 3.28 —0.93 97.24
6  44.69 31.87 0.09 3.15 0.44 0.54 10.06 0.58 0.07 0.09 2.37 1.24 3.20 —1.00 97.36
7 44.86 30.63 0.03 3.29 0.59 0.02 0.66 9.8 0.69 0.0l 0.09 3.58 2.13 2.63 —1.51 97.56
8§ 45.26 31.68 0.03 2.83 0.39 0.0l 0.78 9.83 0.57 0.02 0.20 2.90 1.61 2.99 —1.22 97.86
9  45.08 31.62 0.05 3.07 0.43 0.09 0.52  9.99  0.45 — 0.13 2.50 1.33 3.15 —1.05 97.35
10 44.93 31.46 0.03 3.57 0.27 0.0l 0.66 9.70 0.61 0.02 0.21 2.68 1.45 3.06 —1.13 97.52
11 45.08 33.42 0.03 1.61 0.42 —  0.55 9.95 0.72 0.01 0.10 2.33 1.21 3.27 —0.98 97.73
12 45.17 30.98 0.04 2.8 0.53 0.34 0.50 9.79 0.67 0.04 0.13 3.20 1.84 2.82 —1.35 97.54
13 44.88 30.23 0.05 4.19 0.47 0.11 0.62 9.8 0.71 0.03 0.13 3.10 1.76 2.84 —1.30 97.67
14 44.86 32.82 0.03 2.38 0.40 0.0l 0.55 10.25 0.59 0.08 0.04 2.09 1.05 3.36 —0.88 97.63
15  44.33 32,15 0.06 3.09 0.44 0.02 0.55 10.28 0.53 0.03 0.12 2.54 1.36 3.12 —1.07 97.54
16 45.32 30.99 0.03 3.22 0.51 0.04 0.66 9.81 0.68 0.07 0.13 2.68 1.45 3.06 —1.13 97.52
17 45.13 31.41 0.06 3.41 0.52  — 0.55 9.98 0.72 0.04 0.10 2.54 1.35 3.13 —1.07 97.88
Fo6 REZBRFRIMNSOWMER
Table 6 EPMA compositions of zinnwaldite /%
K5  SiO, TiO,  Al,O;  FeO MnO MgO Na;O K;O Rb;O Cs;O  ZnO F Li,O* H,0O O=F Total
1 46.96 0.14 19.53 10.91 1.33 0.04 0.22 9.45 1.65 0.03 0.10 7.50 3.93 0.63 —3.16 99.26
2 43.54 0.13 21.72 12.16 1.66 0.03 0.45 9.24 1.40 0.01 0.13 6.87 2.94 0.83 —2.89 98.22
3 43.77 0.09 21.22 13.93 1.32 0.06 0.40 9.36 1.17 0.0l 0.12 6.09 3.0l 1.23 —2.56 99.22
4 45.04 0.12 20.75 11.64 1.66 0.02 0.36 9.48 1.20 0.01 0.04 7.51 3.37 0.57 —3.16 98.61
5  41.03 0.28 20.79 17.79 0.93 0.11 0.31 9.44 0.94 0.08 0.07 5.27 2.22 1.49 —2.22 98.53
6  44.29 0.20 20.44 14.03 1.11 0.03 0.13 9.74 1.24 0.05  — 6.65 3.16 0.96 —2.80 99.23
7 44.59  0.01 20.67 13.35 1.02 —  0.28 9.39 1.62 0.04 0.11 7.0l 3.25 0.79 —2.95 99.18
8§  44.83 0.06 20.47 12.97 1.11 0.32  9.32 1.70 0.05 0.13 7.21 3.32 0.71 —3.04 99.16
9 43.51 0.03 20.91 13.94 1.03 0.0l 0.31 9.37 1.54 0.0l 0.07 6.87 2.93 0.81 —2.89 98.45
10 45.22  0.13 19.94 12.18 1.32 0.03 0.18 9.53  1.42 — 0.16 6.71 3.42 0.93 —2.83 98.34
11 40.67 0.39 20.49 18.92 0.91 0.13 0.28 9.26 0.8 0.04  — 5.22  2.12  1.50 —2.20 98.58
12 41.03 0.28 20.79 17.79 0.93 0.11 0.31 9.44 0.94 0.08 0.07 5.27 2.22 1.49 —2.22 98.53
13 45.22  0.13 19.94 12.18 1.32 0.03 0.18 9.53  1.42 — 0.16 6.71 3.42 0.93 —2.83 98.34
14 47.33 0.18 19.13 10.64 1.79 0.02 0.10 9.76 1.35 0.04 0.06 7.33 4.03 0.73 —3.09 99.40
15  47.41 0.02 18.82 10.53 1.85 0.02 0.09 9.37 1.8 0.06 0.0l 7.09 4.05 0.82 —2.99 99.03
16 46.96 0.12 19.48 11.39 1.40 0.03 0.14 9.53 1.67 0.03 0.20 6.71 3.93 1.02 —2.82 99.79
17 44.83  0.06 20.47 12.97 1.11 — 0.32 9.32 1.70 0.05 0.13 7.21 3.32 0.71 —3.04 99.16
18  46.17 0.07 20.16 11.36 1.77 0.03 0.27  9.47 1.32 — 0.06 7.42 3.70 0.66 —3.13 99.33
19  43.54 0.13 21.72 12.16 1.66 0.03 0.45 9.24 1.40 0.01 0.13 6.87 2.94 0.83 —2.89 98.22
20 47.60 0.08 19.01 10.54 1.84 0.01 0.11 9.77 1.22 0.06 0.07 7.52 4.11 0.64 —3.17 99.41
21 45.89 0.18 20.04 11.43 1.50 0.03 0.29 9.44 1.48 0.02 0.09 7.47 3.62 0.61 —3.15 98.94
22 43.77 0.09 21.22 13.93 1.32 0.06 0.40 9.36 1.17 0.0l 0.12 6.09 3.0l 1.23 —2.56  99.22
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Fig. 1 The trilithionite replaced by zinnwaldite along the edges and cracks
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Fig. 2 The lepidolite distributed as a scaly aggregate
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Fig. 3 The lepidolite closely interwoven with biotite

Table 7 The mineral composition of the Weilasituo lithium ore /%
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H B 0.03 A 7.15
INEER 0.16 T 6. 89
B 0.06 B 6. 87
#HW 0. 04 A 6.11
REH 0.17 el ) 4.92
e A 0. 05 W 2.9
g2 0.03 el 1.57
LA 0.31 WA 1.2
f=n oy 0.52 &N A 0.75
Ji i1 0. 14 HoAth 0.29
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Fig. 4 The LA-ICPMS time-resolved signal spectra

of kaolinite
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Table 8 EPMA compositions of cookeite /%
A=2 SiO; Al Oy TiO, FeO MgO Na; O K;O CaO Li; O H,O Total
1 38.41 41.33 0. 39 0. 27 1. 36 0.41 2.34 0.1 2.6 12. 29 99.5
2 39.53 40. 46 0. 45 0. 21 1.06 0. 46 3.03 0.1 2.58 11. 94 99. 83
3 38. 49 41.21 0.3 0. 32 1.77 0.33 2.12 0.16 2.61 12.4 99. 71
4 37.88 41.94 0. 14 0.29 1.31 0.36 2.07 0. 07 2.62 12. 41 99. 1
5 37.82 41.73 0.19 0.29 1. 29 0.31 1.93 0.16 2.6 12. 35 98. 65
6 39. 31 40. 98 0.13 0. 29 1.2 0.27 2.91 0.13 2.6 12.1 99. 93
7 38. 49 41.21 0.3 0. 32 1.77 0.33 2.12 0.16 2.61 12.4 99. 71
8 37.88 41. 94 0. 14 0.29 1.31 0. 36 2.07 0. 07 2. 62 12. 41 99. 1
9 38. 35 42.01 0.23 0. 25 1.3 0.31 1. 84 0.12 2. 65 12.43 99.48
10 39.53 40. 46 0. 45 0.21 1.06 0. 46 3.03 0.1 2.58 11. 94 99. 83
11 38. 67 40. 16 0.1 0. 37 1.82 0.33 2.51 0.11 2.53 12.09 98. 68
12 38.75 40. 95 0. 66 0.21 0.93 0. 66 2.8 0.13 2.58 12. 07 99. 74
13 39. 25 40.17 0.5 0. 28 1. 25 0.43 3.35 0.13 2. 55 11. 95 99. 86
14 39. 25 40. 17 0.5 0. 28 1. 25 0.43 3.35 0.13 2.55 11.95 99. 86
15 38.9 40. 2 0.18 0. 37 1.83 0.58 2.48 0.11 2.55 12.13 99. 32
16 37. 84 140.9 0.23 0. 39 2.19 0.33 1.87 0. 14 2.57 12. 47 98. 93
17 37. 84 40.9 0. 23 0. 39 2.19 0.33 1.87 0. 14 2.57 12. 47 98. 93
18 36.15 42.73 0. 74 1.27 1.67 0.09 0. 42 0.13 2. 66 13. 07 98. 92
19 37.18 42.01 111 0. 64 1. 69 0.08 0.73 0. 04 2. 65 12. 81 98. 93
20 36.02 42.02 0.19 1.12 2. 86 0.12 0. 64 0.15 2. 61 13. 16 98.9
21 37.05 42.84 0. 27 0. 95 1. 49 0.08 0.75 0.13 2. 68 12. 88 99. 11
22 39. 25 39. 44 1.1 0. 45 1.01 0.75 2.3 0. 04 2.51 11.8 98. 63
23 37.51 40. 53 0.05 0. 64 2.09 0.57 2.35 0. 07 2.52 12. 34 98. 67
24 35.5 42.92 0.5 0. 86 2.08 0.09 0. 35 0. 07 2. 64 13. 14 98.15
25 35.43 41.32 1.32 1.29 2.12 0.07 0.73 0.13 2.55 12. 94 97. 89
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Fig. 5 The LA-ICPMS time-resolved signal Fig. 6 The LA-ICPMS time-resolved signal
spectra of illite spectra of diaspore
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Table 9 The mineral composition and content of different clay type lithium ores /%
W4 %5 B A B C D E F
PP — 16.73 9.19 11.23 20. 09 19. 85
ik 13.97 43. 58 24.78 57. 67 17. 67 2.23
[=] 59.56 10. 18 16. 77 21. 04 25. 32 4.52
— K TEEE 1 11. 31 19. 02 28.51 4.78
— KB 2.18 3.92 12. 66 2.26 — —
&N 8.23 — — — — —
[CEUN 3.41 3.51 4,32 2.08 6.75 1.06
LA 0.55 1.42 1.21 0. 34 0.15 0.55
HE 0.15 0.68 1.53 0.18 20. 99 33.79
KA 0. 25 — — — 0.93 1. 68
5 A1 0. 30 0. 62 0. 68 0. 27 7.79 36. 07
oA 0.09 0. 34 0.35 0.15 0.31 0.25
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