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The role of the National Natural Science Fund in the development of
immunology in China

LU QunYan
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Since the initiation of the National Natural Science Fund in 1986, the promotion of discipline development has always been one of its
major missions and core tasks. Over 25 years, the National Natural Science Fund has played an important role in the development of
immunology, one of the frontier disciplines in both life sciences and medical sciences, by guiding research directions through its Guide
for Programs and Application Codes, giving intensive funding to immunological research projects, developing strategic plans of
immunology, soliciting Key projects in targeted immunological areas, organizing and supporting cross-departmental interdisciplinary
Major projects, fostering young scientists and talents in undeveloped regions and overseas in immunology, and stressing platform
construction of immunological studies etc. An analysis of publications in immunology has shown that in China both the research
workforce and international cooperation and exchange in immunology are expanding rapidly, and China’s combined ranking of both
citations and papers in immunology has greatly improved in the last 10 years.
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