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An Account and Assessment of the Department of
Transport Committee for Railway Technology

Wang Bin
(The Institute for the History of Natural Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190, China)

Abstract: Chinese railway constructions had a lack in unified technology standards due to historic reasons.
In late Qing, Jeme Tien Yow led the work of unification of railway technology standards, but the work was inter-
rupted by revolution of 1911. In 1918, the Beiyang Department of Transport set up the Committee for Railway
Technology, which assembled railway experts home and broad and spent 5 years in working out 13 specifications
for national railways, and this marked the beginning of China’s unification of railway technology standards. The
specifications were practically carried out after being published. The Committee for Railway Technology was
subordinate to Beiyang Department of Transport, which offered strong support for its aim. However, due to the
succession of governments and ministers of Transport in office, the Committee was terminated ahead of time and
became the victim of political struggles. Based on texts, this paper probed the process of China’s railway technol-
ogy standards going from chaos to unification, disclosed the complexity and difficulty of the process. The author
argued that the technology standardization work was based on the cultivation of Chinese railway talents and the
accumulation of practical experience, and also affected by the western powers and internal politics.

Keywords: the Committee for Railway Technology, technology standards, Chinese Railway Rails
Regulations, specifications of national railways
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