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Overview of Comprehensive Utilization Research on
Albanian Laterite by ICM CAS

Liu Wei, Luo Shimin

(Institute of Process Engineering, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190, China)

Abstract: In the 1970s, Institute of Chemical Metallurgy, Chinese Academy of Sciences (ICM CAS, now
Institute of Process Engineering, IPE CAS) assumed an important comprehensive utilization research mission
which was to extract nickel and cobalt from Albanian Laterite. The project was managed by Committee of Foreign

“

Economic Relations of the People’s Republic of China. ICM CAS’s new hydrometallurgical method called “re-
duction roasting - ammonia leaching - hydrogen reduction in extracting nickel and cobalt” was adopted at the Aid
Albania Working Conference held in Shanghai. During that time, ICM CAS made fruitful research achievements
with other institutes and factories that lay the foundation of metallurgical joint enterprises in Elbasan Albania .This
paper analyses the relationship between scientific and technological research and major national strategic needs
through studying the foreign aid project. It mainly introduces the history of cooperation research among labs of
ICM CAS when the task was carried on. From this case study, the paper reflects how Chinese state-run research
institutions like ICM CAS conduct scientific and technological research to meet major national strategic needs.

Keywords: Albanian Laterite; reduction roasting; ammonia leaching; hydrogen reduction
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