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Reconstruction of China’s Social Governance Institutions at
Grass-Roots Level: From the Perspective of Governance
Modernization

Sun Baiying

(Department of Public Administration, School of Public Administration and Policy, Renmin University of China,
Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: In the past 30 years, multiple transitions occurred from economy, politics to society, which

brought about deep changes of China. With these rapid changes, the traditional state-society relation altered, and

the legitimacy of a dominant government faces challenges. The norm of governance modernization represents a

strong demand for reforming traditional political and administrative institutions and reconstructing a new govern-

ance mode in order to adapt to the social changes. As a significant part of the whole social governance system,

governance institutions at grass roots level are very important because of their relevance to social stability. Re-

search of the paper focuses on the issue of what factors influence contemporary structure of government manage-

ment vertically and horizontally and bring about the inadaptability of government at grass roots level. Based on the

analysis, the paper discusses the possibilities of initiatives and reform choices at grass roots level within the

framework of modernization of state governance system.
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