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The Formation and Development of Small and Medium-sized Museum Group Under Multiple
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Abstract: In the case of Datong, a small and medium-sized museum group was formed and developed under
complicated impetuses, where non-state-owned museums, not always operating consistently with official
expectations, played an important role. Policies about small and medium-sized museums issued by authorities
are focused not only on the issue of museums but also on the overall orientation of city development. What
is more, relatively greater local museums play a vital role in deploying professional resources relying on the
system of general-branch museums and non-official assistance. As for individuals, they hold an enthusiasm
for establishing museums based on account of personal or corporate development. Different but intertwined,
those multi-agent motivations together contribute to the formation and development of the museum group in
Datong. Recognizing such a situation means that museums still have a way to go in establishing connections

with diverse communities.
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